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Thomas Sandon Hack was the son of Stephen Hack and his wife Maria (nee Barton). 
They had ten children, all born in the father's home town of Chichester. Thomas was the 
sixth child, born on 24 December 1811. Both his parents were Quakers, themselves born 
of Quaker parents. His father was in trade as a currier (dressing and colouring leather). 
His mother was a prolific writer of scientific textbooks for children and young adults, 
inducting them in the study of religion and science. The British Library catalogue lists 33 
items under her name. Her most popular work was Harry Beaufoy, or the pupil of nature, 
1821. A younger brother of Maria, Bernard Barton (1784-1849), was a minor Quaker 
poet and friend of Charles Lamb. A half brother, John Barton (1789-1852), was a 
political economist, botanist and, in early life, also a Quaker. Biographies of all three can 
be read online in the Oxford dictionary of national biography. The Quaker prison 
reformer Elizabeth Fry spent a night at the Hacks' Chichester home in October 1830. 
During the 1830s the family moved to Gloucester. Here Thomas married the Quaker 
Lydia Bigg, born in Swansea. Their first two children, Mary (1837) and Gulielma (1839), 
were born here. 
  
Thomas Sandon Hack moved to Southampton in summer 1841, with his family and 
widowed mother (her husband had died in 1823). The vacant Bevois Hill House was 
leased from the executors of Sophia Hutton (died 1840). A substantial house, set in 
grounds of over an acre, it had a gross estimated rental of £110.7s.6d. Two further 
children were born in Bevois Hill: Margaret Elizabeth (1842) and Ellen Priscilla (1844). 
Maria Hack died in her son's house on 4 January 1844, aged 66 years. Thomas practised 
as an architect and surveyor, with successive offices at 18 Above Bar, 12 Hanover 
Buildings, 29 Portland Street and 34 Bugle Street. His mother had converted to the 
Church of England in 1837, but Thomas remained, at least during his Southampton days, 
a Quaker. In May 1846 he was one of the principal signatories - after Joseph Clark and 
Joseph Evans - of a Quaker petition to the House of Commons praying for the abolition 
of the death penalty. He was a Grand Juryman in Southampton Quarter Sessions in 1845 
and 1847. He was elected one of the Ward Assessors for All Saints parish in March 1847. 
In July 1846 he appeared as a witness before a select committee of the House of 
Commons on the Manchester and Southampton Railway Bill, hearing evidence on the 
proposed line between Cheltenham and Southampton. He supported the opposition to the 
bill of William Henry Roe, owner of Roe's wharf, arguing that the construction of a 
railway line along the quays would damage businesses on the river frontage and destroy a 
well-used recreational area. 
  
Six commissions - one abortive - can be attributed to Hack in Southampton: 
Royal South Hants Infirmary.  The original infirmary, opened in St Mary Street in 1838, 
had by 1843 become inadequate. A healthier, better-drained site at the top of Love Lane 
was chosen in June 1843 for a new infirmary. T S Hack was appointed honorary 
architect, with Thomas Adkinsson Gates as builder. The laying of the foundation stone on 
10 July was the occasion for an exuberant Masonic festival, reflecting the influence that 
Freemasonry then had in the Corporation. Almost half of the Corporation members who 
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attended wore masonic robes rather than civic regalia. Hack was at the heart of the 
ceremony, receiving, with a symbolism that could not be misinterpreted, "the several 
instruments for the builder's use" from Thomas Trew, Worshipful Master of the Royal 
Gloucester Lodge. The new infirmary, with 40 beds, received its first patients on 5 
August 1844. The actual cost was only marginally more than the 1843 estimate of £3,500. 
Built in the Italianate style, the building rose above the neighbouring houses, 
commanding an extensive prospect. The internal arrangements followed modern 
European practice. The governors, at their annual meeting in January 1845, applauded 
"Thomas Hack esq for the gratuitous devotion of his professional skill - for the accuracy 
of his estimates - for his laborious and minute superintendence - and for the gratifying 
result in the completion of a building at once so economical in its cost, so honourable to 
the talents of its architect, and so admirably adapted to all its purposes". A fund-raising 
brochure for the infirmary, headed by verses written by Maria Hack, is held in 
Southampton Archives (D/Z 332/3, page 45). The engraving reproduced below (figure 1) 
was by William A Folkard who, with his then business partner John Wright, had provided 
the engravings for Maria Hack's Grecian stories, published in 1839. 

 
Newtown Wesleyan Chapel.  This 
commission came from William Betts, 
railway contractor and former engineer to 
the Royal Pier at Southampton, who had 
purchased the former Hutton estate in 
Bevois Hill (including Bevois Hill House) 
in 1844. It was for a Wesleyan chapel, 
whose ownership was never fully 
transferred to the Methodist circuit, 
situated a few yards from the infirmary 
(figure 2). Work began towards the close  

Figure 1.  Royal South Hants Infirmary: engraving by William A  
                                           Folkard, c.1844 
 
of 1845, using the Southampton builder John Gurman. The total cost was £1,600, with 
300 sittings. It was an ill-conceived project. Within five years the chapel was sold for 
£800 to the Reverend Frederick Russell as a temporary Anglican chapel prior to the 
completion of St Luke's Church. It later became St Luke's District School. The 
competency of the architect was challenged during Hampshire Lent Assizes in March 
1846. William Betts defended an action for damages ('Pratt v Betts') brought by the 
owner of two recently-erected houses bordering the chapel. First, it was alleged that 
failure to pin up the chapel foundations, two feet lower than the foundations of the 
adjoining house, had caused the side walls of the house to settle, causing considerable 
fissures in the structure of the house, twisted floors and deranged grates and hearth. 
Secondly, it was charged that by allowing the chapel roof to overlay the house roof by 2 
or 3 inches, with no spouts to carry off the rain, the four upper rooms of the house had 
been badly water-damaged. Alexander Cockburn, representing William Betts, made a 
spirited defence. He characterized the action as an attempt to oblige his client to purchase 
houses for which tenants could not be found. An array of professional expertise - the 
builders John Brinton and James Roe, the ironfounder William Lankester (also a member 

2 



of the Improvement Commission) and Hack - was called upon to blame the construction 
of the houses "in such a slight mode". According to Lankester, "But for the chapel, the 
house would soon have fallen down, as he had known many such instances in the town". 
Hack was partially exonerated as the jury found for Betts, although ordering him to pay 
£10 recompense to his neighbour. 
 

 
      Figure 2.  Outline of the Infirmary and Newtown Wesleyan Chapel on the 1:1056 Ordnance Survey plan of the Borough of     
                                                                     Southampton surveyed in 1845-6, sheet 17 
 

Royal Southern Yacht Club.  The 
existing club house, on Eastern 
Quay, had by 1845 become unequal 
to the pretensions of a club with 
royal patronage and which hosted 
the annual Southampton yachting 
regattas. A special meeting of 
members in April 1845, with the 
Marquis of Conyngham in the chair, 
voted for a share subscription of 
£5,000 to build and furnish a new 
club house. Designs were solicited 
from three architects: William  

                  Figure 3.  Royal Southern Yacht Club: engraving  
                                   by Philip Brannon, c.1847 
 
Hinves, T S Hack and a Mr Blake (so far unidentified). The decision lay between the first 
two. Many believed that the designs of Hinves were more in character with a structure of 
this nature, but it was Hack who was appointed architect to the club. Is it significant  
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that the Yacht Club Treasurer was Thomas Trew, who had bonded so well with Hack at 
the infirmary ceremony? It was an important commission, for a prestigious client and on 
a prime waterfront site. Hack did not disappoint. Opened on 3 August 1846, the club 
house was described by the Hampshire Advertiser as "a fine palladial (sic) structure, so 
complimentary to the talents of its architect". This is a view reinforced by David Lloyd in 
The buildings of England: Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 1967: "the finest piece of 
Early Victorian architecture in the city". An engraving by Philip Brannon is reproduced 
as figure 3. It was, however, a hall of mirrors. The premises were abandoned by the yacht 
club within 20 years in favour of cheaper accommodation. 

 
William Jones's Carriage Bazaar and 
Coach Manufactory.  Fire destroyed 
the Above Bar premises of one of 
Southampton's leading 
coachmakers, William Jones, in 
November 1846. The replacement
building - in the Italianate style - 
was the work of T S Hack. It was 
reopened in June 1847, and was of 
sufficient interest to be engraved by 
Phi

 

lip Brannon (figure 4). 
 
  
 

 Figure 4.  William Jones's Coach Manufactory: engraving by Philip Brannon,  
                                                    c.1851 
 
Two villas at Woolston Lawn for Messrs Westlake and Co.  Building tenders dated 
January 1847 show these to be the work of T S Hack. Westlake and Co were corn 
merchants of Chapel Wharf. More relevantly, the Westlakes were an influential Quaker 
family. 
  
New County Court House.  The Southampton branch of the Hampshire County Court, for 
the recovery of debts under £20, was first held in the Guildhall in March 1847. The 
increasing judicial business of the town quickly threatened to overwhelm the Guildhall. A 
crisis came in October 1847 when the overrunning of the Quarter Sessions relegated the 
County Court to the Grand Jury Room. The judge, C J Gale, was incandescent - "the heat 
intolerable and the effluvia of the appropriation to a 'black-hole' horribly offensive" - and 
stated his determination never to sit there again. The search for a new venue began. Gale 
suggested the Archery Rooms. Two later contenders (1847/8) were each surveyed by T S 
Hack: the front portion of the Star Hotel in the High Street and the former premises of the 
Southampton Library and Club Rooms (incorporating the Hampshire Advertiser offices) 
at the corner of the High Street and Albion Place. Neither was pursued. A permanent 
solution had to await the building of the severely Italianate court house on Castle Lane, 
1851-53 (architect unknown). 
  
Hack may have arrived in Southampton full of prospects. He left a broken, ruined man. 
Bevois Hill House was vacated in 1848. Hack then moved to 34 Bugle Street. The bold 
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entry "gone away" in St Michael's rate book for October 1849 hints at an abrupt 
departure. He was in severe financial difficulties, after contracting a debt of £900 with the 
Hampshire Bank. Despite having sustained considerable losses he was still solvent, 
allowing an accommodation with the bank. His account was to remain open, and his 
cheques honoured, provided that he retire to Bognor and follow a life of economy and 
retrenchment. Here, Hack was able to reduce his debt and to offer 6s.8d in the pound to 
his creditors. Out of the blue, the bank stopped payment of his cheques, unconvinced that 
Hack was living with sufficient frugality. Foreclosure left Hack with no option but to 
petition for bankruptcy, surrendering himself to the Queen's debtors' prison in Southwark. 
He was destitute, the bank having taken almost all of his property: the proceeds of the 
sale of his furniture, his business and his bank shares. He left behind a trail of small 
creditors in Bognor. Insolvency lay like an incubus on Hack. A final dividend of 1s.10d, 
making a total of 14s.91/2d in the pound, was not paid to his creditors until 10 January 
1865. 
  
T S Hack had no further connection with Southampton. The 1851 census finds Thomas, 
his wife Lydia and their youngest daughter staying with his brother-in-law William Bigg 
and his wife Louisa in Luton. Both were Quakers. William was manager of the local 
branch of the London County Bank and an author, particularly of travel guides. He was to 
become the first mayor of Luton on its translation to municipal borough status in 1876. 
Louisa was a published poet. Thomas and family are in Bristol by 1853, where the death 
of his wife is recorded in that year. His four daughters each made a good marriage. Mary 
was married in May 1858 to Douglas Arthur Reid, a former Crimean War surgeon to the 
90th Light Infantry. Thomas's address was given as Durdham Down, Clifton. Gulielma 
married James John Halse, a merchant's clerk in a Luton straw manufactory, at Westbury-
on-Trim in June 1864. Ellen Priscilla was married in October 1868 to George Howard 
Bigg, a relative by marriage, graduate of Wadham College, Oxford and member of the 
Inner Temple. He became rector of Marholm in Northamptonshire in 1880. Margaret 
Elizabeth married the Reverend Charles William Coddington, vicar of St Mary's, 
Pembroke in August 1877. In the meantime, Thomas had married for a second time, in 
October 1860 at St John the Evangelist in Clifton, to Bristol-born Mary Seymour 
Chamberlain. 
  
Thomas Hack returned to a career in architecture, although the extent of his practice is 
unclear. Only one work has so far been revealed under his name: plans for extensions to a 
school on St Augustine's Bank, Bristol in 1854. This, however, may simply reflect the 
preliminary nature of this research. He became a member of the Bristol Society of 
Architects and one pupil - Edward William Barnes, articled in February 1862 - is known. 
At his death, at his residence Cotham Hill in Bristol on 20 November 1865, aged 53 
years, Hack was described as architect. He was now known as Thomas Sanden Hack. He 
left at probate effects of under £600: resworn in March 1868 as under £450. 
 
    I am grateful to Robin Freeman and Vicky Green for reading and commenting upon an 
earlier draft of this article. 
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