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Southampton Local History Forum 
 
 
Southampton Local History Forum is sponsored by Southampton Library 
Service. Membership is free and is open to everyone interested in the history 
of the city and its neighbourhood. A programme of evening meetings is 
arranged for the third Thursday of each month (August and December 
excepted) between 7.00pm and 9.00pm. Anyone interested in joining the 
forum should contact - 
 
David Hollingworth 
Southampton Central Library 
Civic Centre 
Southampton 
SO14 7LW 
Tel: 023 80 832205 
Email: dave.hollingworth@southampton.gov.uk  

 
The articles in the Journal are written by members of the Forum, to 
whom thanks are due. Contributions from members to future editions 
are always welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover illustration:  The proposed new church at Chamberlayne Town, Southampton by 
John Colson, architect of Winchester, [1850]: lithograph by J K Colling. 
Source: Portcities Southampton image number 820 
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Richard Preston 
 
William Hinves and Alfred Bedborough: architects in nineteenth-century 
Southampton     
 
This is a preliminary study of a provincial architectural practice. It is an attempt to 
produce a descriptive, classified inventory. The practice left no records. The 
inventory is, therefore, necessarily partial and incomplete. It relies on 
advertisements (especially for building tenders) and notices in the local press and 
on material held in the Special Collections Library, Southampton Central Library, 
Hampshire Record Office and Southampton Archives. 
 
The practice 
William Hinves began as an architect, surveyor and valuer in 1835. The business 
was run from his house. His first address, occupied from summer 1834, was 9 
Carlton Terrace. He later moved to 16 St Mary’s Street, described in April 1843 
as ‘one of the most substantial and conveniently fitted-up freehold residences for 
a small family in Southampton’. In June 1844 he took a tenancy on 84 Marland 
Place. Whilst here, in July 1846, he entered into partnership with John Thomas 
West, a young man from London. Details of the negotiations are in Southampton 
Archives (D/PM Box 51/15). Two uncles of West, G J and W Abram, long-
established law stationers of Middle Temple Lane, London, approached the 
Southampton firm of solicitors Page and Moody for a reference. The reply was 
reassuring: ‘Mr Hinves has a fair business as an architect and is quite likely to 
increase his business, does not mix himself up with local politics and his 
reputation is fair.’ West paid £800 for the partnership – an amount he considered 
‘rather to [sic] extravagant’ – in addition to £15 per annum for use of offices in 
Hinves’s house. The partnership was dissolved in March 1848. By January 1849, 
Hinves had moved to 23 Portland Street. A new partner was taken in July/August 
1849: 20-year old Alfred Bedborough from Windsor. The partnership was 
dissolved by mutual consent in June 1861, Hinves carrying on the business 
alone. It was quickly reformed, to continue until November 1864 when delicate 
health forced Hinves to retire. Bedborough continued the practice until, following 
bankruptcy in 1869, he moved to London in 1872. 
 
Personnel 
William Hinves was born on 19 November 1808, the son of Nathaniel and Sarah 
(nee How) Hinves. His birth was registered in Lyndhurst Baptist Church, where 
the Hinves family had long worshipped. Nathaniel was a draper, succeeding to 
fairly extensive property in the town in 1803. He was elected, by county 
freeholders, to the Regardership of the New Forest in 1816, an office held until 
his death in March 1838. The youngest of eight children, William was the only 
male (with three sisters Ann, Sarah and Elizabeth) to survive into adulthood. His 
inheritance was compromised by interminable Chancery proceedings between 
1842 and 1844, resurfacing in 1853, over the will of his uncle William Hinves who 
had died in 1832. ‘Hinves v Hinves’ is still a precedent in the law of trusts. The 
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family had close ties with building interests in Southampton. An uncle, George 
Hinves senior, was for upwards of forty years a plumber and glazier in East 
Street. His son, George Hinves junior, was a surveyor and builder in the town 
before succumbing to bankruptcy in 1848. He built the eponymous Hinves Court 
in Upper East Street. The builder Henry Roe was George senior’s son-in-law, as 
well as an executor to the will of Nathaniel Hinves. He was in partnership with, 
and succeeded by, his son William Henry Roe, later owner of Shirley House. 
Little is known of William Hinves outside his architectural work. He appears 
regularly as a Grand Juryman at Southampton Quarter Sessions. His only official 
post was that of auditor appointed by the borough to Southampton Cemetery 
(1848). As we have seen, he was not a political animal. Pollbooks reveal that he 
voted Tory up to and including the 1857 election. In 1859 and 1865 he voted 
Liberal. He was married twice: first to Ann (born in Southampton and four years 
his junior) and secondly to Sophia (born in Bath and fifteen years his junior). By 
his first wife he had a son, Nathaniel. 
 
 
Alfred Bedborough is a more exotic subject. Born on 17 July 1828 in Windsor, he 
was one of nine children. His father, James Thomas Bedborough, had been royal 
mason to both George III and George IV at Windsor Castle, and subsequently, 
developed that area of the town which includes Clarence Crescent and 
Claremont Road. He gave land for the Garrison Church of Holy Trinity, which he 
built. He was twice Mayor of the borough. Outside Windsor, he was responsible 
for an exclusive estate at Upton Park in Slough. Its later failure was to have a 
profound effect on the family. At least part of Alfred’s education was obtained at 
Thomas Beasley’s boarding school in Uxbridge High Street, where he appears in 
the 1841 census as a 13-year old pupil. He came to Southampton in 1849, 
originally living as part of the Hinves household. He later moved to 3 Portland 
Street and then to 8 East Park Terrace. He married twice. His first wife, Mary 
Sophia Eliza Harvey, was fourteen years his junior when they married in 1864 at 
All Saints, Clapham Park. She died in childbirth a year later. Her memorial in 
Southampton Cemetery is probably by her grieving former husband. In 1871, he 
married Alix Eugenie Emma Thomas, born in Clermont, France, and seventeen 
years his junior, at Holy Trinity, Brompton Road. They had five children. Alfred 
had interests outside the strictly architectural. He was an Associate of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. Three patents are in his name: an improved 
chimney cowl and ventilator (1859), pillar letter boxes and letter bags (1862) and 
improved signalling apparatus in railway trains (1865). The latter was in 
conjunction with the Southampton-based Superintendent of the South-Western 
Department of the Electric and International Telegraph Company, William Henry 
Preece: later to be engineer-in-chief to the Post Office, knighted and the first man 
in Britain to demonstrate a working telephone. 
 
 
 
 

                                                               4 



                          Southampton Local History Forum Journal 

CLASSIFIED INVENTORY OF THE MAJOR ARCHITECTURAL WORKS OF  
                                                 THE PRACTICE 
 
Anglican churches 
St James Church, Shirley was amongst the earliest commissions of William 
Hinves, then 27 years old (figure 1). It was built at the sole expense (£2,800) of 
the first incumbent, the Reverend William Orger, to meet the spiritual needs of 
the fast-developing neighbourhood. The site was the gift of Nathaniel Newman 
Jefferys, for whom Hinves had recently worked. The Hampshire Advertiser 
described the church at its consecration in August 1836 as a chaste and elegant 
structure, of the most ecclesiastical Gothic, in strict keeping throughout; a 
monument indeed to the reputation of its architect. The lightness of the roof was 
particularly commended. It contained 600 sittings, half of which were free. Hinves 
added galleries in late 1839 in response to the continuing influx of new residents 
into Shirley Common. The parsonage house was also by Hinves. 

 
St James (Docks) in Bernard 
Street, Southampton, 
consecrated in October 1858, 
was the work of Hinves and 
Bedborough (figure 2). The 
site, in the heart of a district 
population of 7,000, had been 
given by the provost and 
scholars of Queen’s College, 
Oxford. A 15-strong building 
committee advertised for 
architectural tenders in  

 Figure 1. St James Church, Shirley.  Photograph c.1905 
 
November 1856, setting a strict cost limit of £3,500 for the church, including 
tower and spire. A separate estimate was required for the latter in the event the 
whole design not being implemented in one build. Open to competition from all 
parts of the kingdom, about fifty plans were submitted. The church was large, 
with 810 sittings (500 of which were free) and provision for future galleries to 
accommodate a further 600 sittings. It was built in the Early English style with, to 
quote the Hampshire Advertiser, ‘just a sufficient modicum of decorum as not to 
interfere with the chasteness and purity of its character which pervades it 
throughout.’  The Bishop of Winchester, Charles Sumner, was sufficiently 
impressed to ask Alfred Bedborough to supply him with a pencil sketch. The 
building stood north and south: the dimensions of the land did not admit the 
conventional orientation. A ground plan is reproduced at 
www.churchplansonline.org. The cost of the building - £4,334.5s – was much 
above the original estimates. This was in part due to problems with the 
foundations, which lay on a former brickfield. The tower and 130-feet high spire in 
the original plan were never built. Five years after completion, £600 remained 
outstanding. The architects had to sue the building committee for payment of 
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their professional charges. Two 
year later, the committee took 
defaulting members to 
Southampton County Court to 
recover their share of the building 
costs.  
The trilogy of diocesan churches 
is completed by Holy Trinity, 
Weston, consecrated in July 1865 
(figure 3). Built on land given by 
Thomas Chamberlayne, it was 
erected at the sole expense 
(£4,700) of its first incumbent, the 
Reverend William Preston Hulton. 
The architect was Alfred 
Bedborough, but its inspiration 
came from the earlier career of 
the first incumbent. In 1850, after 
sixteen years as officiating 
minister of St Paul’s Church in 
Belle Vue, Hulton became curate 
of Upper Beeding in Sussex. The 
previous incumbent, the 
Reverend Henry Fox Atherley 
(son of Arthur Atherley, MP for 
Southampton on three occasions 
between 1806  

    Figure 2. St James Southampton Docks, c.1905 
 
and 1835) moved to south Devon as vicar of Staverton. Whilst here, a new 
church – St Matthew – was built to serve the outlying settlements of Woolston 
Green and Landscove. It was designed by John Loughborough Pearson. Hulton 
followed Atherley to Devon to become its first curate, officiating at the 
consecration of the church in September 1851. He was here less than a year. On 
the death of his aunt in 1852, he inherited Barnfield estate in Weston. As with 
Landscove, the estate was remote from the nearest centre of Anglican worship 
(Jesus Chapel, Pear Tree). To fill the spiritual void, Hulton erected a temporary 
church in 1855, followed by the present-day Holy Trinity, built between 1864 and 
1865. It was a replica of the neo-Decorated St Matthew, Landscove, a recreation 
on Hampshire soil of one of the earliest commissions of a man who was to lead 
the Gothic revival in church architecture and who was later to design Truro 
Cathedral. An engraving of Landscove new church is in The Illustrated London 
News, 22 November 1851, p 620. 
 
In addition to these new works, the practice was responsible for the restoration or 
completion of three other Southampton churches. Hinves and West were 
employed in 1847 to clean, restore, colour and paint St Michael’s Church. This 
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involved re-glazing windows, 
restoring stonework 
surrounds, fixing a new 
window and erecting an 
additional gallery staircase. 
In 1850, William Hinves 
repaired the exterior stucco 
work of All Saints’ Church. 
Following years of neglect, 
much of the plaster, 
especially on the southern 
side in East Street, had fallen 
from the wall leaving the 
brickwork exposed. Philip 
Brannon, ever ready to cast 
an antiquarian’s critical eye, 
blamed the original architect, 
Willey Reveley: ‘the 
execution of an exterior, of 
this magnitude, in plaster, 
deserves the strongest 
reprobation’ (The picture of 
Southampton, [1849]). A 
complete renovation, by 
Guillaume, Parminter and 
Guillaume, followed in 1859.  
 
 
 

    Figure 3.  Proposed new church at Weston, [1864]:  
               transverse section looking east 
 
The third commission was the most controversial. St Lawrence’s Church had 
been rebuilt, 1838-42, by the London architect John Wyld. Finance was tight for 
this minute parish, and the £600 required to complete the tower and spire 
remained unraised. An appeal was begun in 1859 to finish the work, with Hinves 
and Bedborough as architects. The results were imposing. The brick tower, when 
built, was 56 feet high, and the top of the spire 130 feet above ground level. Yet it 
could have been grander. The first plans, rejected on cost grounds, foresaw a 
spire (originally of stone rather than brick) 20 feet higher than built. The cost was 
£500, with an additional £80-90 spent on renewing decayed stonework. 
Cleansing and painting of the brickwork was abandoned. It was, however, a poor 
job, as the ‘Roving Correspondent’ of The Building News (15 September 1865) 
was eager to expose: ‘The spire, a recent addition designed by Messrs Hinves 
and Bedborough, who have done better things, is a poor crowning, and finishes 
with a large finial, too heavy for the necking. What the meaning of the pillarlike 
excrescences to the ugly broach is, probably only the architect knows.’ 
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Highlight of the building work in October 1860, watched by an expectant crowd in 
the streets below, was the fixing of a gilt weather vane in the form of a cock, 2 
feet 6 inches high and 3 feet 4 inches across, atop the spire. The vane-rod was 7 
feet high. It was another failure. From the beginning, many thought that the vane 
oscillated more than was safe in heavy winds. The vibrations had become so 
alarming two years later that John Cooksey, owner of a neighbouring warehouse 
(itself recently rebuilt by the partnership), told the churchwardens that he should 
hold them responsible for any damage caused by its collapse. The 
churchwardens demanded that Alfred Bedborough (the responsible architect) 
declare the vane to be safe. A fraught vestry meeting in February 1863, attended 
by Bedborough and his builder Joseph Bull, decided that the threat of litigation 
could only be avoided by the removal of the upper part of the vane which, it was 
revealed on inspection, had become fastened into the stonework by one of its 
stays. Bedborough ascribed this to a freak wind. Most in the vestry blamed poor 
design. ‘If the cock did not turn it was the fault of the architect’. Surgery was 
performed in December 1863, a hazardous process involving much scaffolding 
and much embarrassment to the architects. 
 
Infirmary/Workhouse chapels 
The chapel to the Royal South Hants Infirmary, designed by Hinves and 
Bedborough, was constructed between 1857 and 1858. It was financed from a 
charitable legacy of £1,000 placed at the disposal of Dr W S Oke by Miss 
Dowling of the Vinery, Shirley, and was built on the site of the former hospital 
laundry. Comprising a formidable amount of stonework, the chapel was in the 
then fashionable Perpendicular style. It stood in incongruous juxtaposition to the 
Italianate designs of the existing hospital – the work of Thomas Sandon Hack – 
and of the new wing then being built to the designs of Robert Critchlow. The 
chapel was commended as ‘one of the happiest efforts’ of the partnership. After 
the consecration, the Hampshire Advertiser reported that the Bishop of 
Winchester complimented Bedborough (the only partner in attendance) on the 
appearance of the building, particularly the exterior. Other commentators praised 
the lightness of the interior, dominated by the east window. To contemporaries, it 
was externally a copy in miniature of King’s College Cambridge. To more modern 
listing inspectors, its style is reminiscent of St George’s Chapel, Windsor. The 
works came in on budget and on time. An illustration, based on a drawing by 
Alfred Bedborough, of the proposed chapel is in Hampshire Record Office 
(TOP28/6/373(L)). 
 
A smaller, less well documented project was the new chapel at the Union 
Workhouse in Romsey, opened in February 1866. The architect, Alfred 
Bedborough, was at the time engaged in several commissions in the town. A 
neat and substantial building, its internal arrangements were made ‘with the 
purpose of enabling the inhabitants to engage in divine worship in a quiet and 
comfortable manner’. Divine service had previously been held in the Union 
boardroom. 
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Nonconformist chapels 
The practice worked on all but one (Northam) of the Independent, or 
Congregational, chapels then extant in Southampton. Above Bar Chapel, the 
leading Independent chapel in the town, was enlarged by William Hinves in 1841. 
He was continuing a family connection. The original chapel had been rebuilt in 
1819 by Henry and William Henry Roe (both members of the congregation). 
George Hinves senior had been a signatory to the original building contract. 
 
Pear Tree Independent Chapel, opened in September 1840, was the first-born 
child of the Home Missionary Society of Above Bar congregation. The society 
had been founded in 1836 to spread the gospel to neighbouring villages. Land 
was purchased near Itchen Ferry in 1839, and the foundation stone laid in March 
1840. Built in the Gothic style, the chapel was approved by the Hampshire 
Independent as ‘at once chaste and strictly ecclesiastical’: ‘our Dissenting friends 
[are to be praised for] their improved taste in chapel building’. Slightly self-
seeking praise perhaps, for the Independent was in process of being purchased 
by Thomas Leader Harman, one of the chapel’s building committee. Three 
months after the opening, a day school for boys and girls, on the Royal British 
Schools system, was opened in rooms beneath the chapel. Total cost of building 
and site was £1,423 - 5s. An engraving of the chapel by T H Skelton is in 
Hampshire Record Office (TOP286/2/277). 
 
The foundation stone of a proposed new Independent chapel on Shirley 
Common, on the west side of Church Street, was laid in November 1840. No 
architect was named but, as it was ‘after the model and size of that beautiful 
structure lately reared on Pear Tree Green’, it can only be William Hinves. The 
benefactor was Joseph Jackson, a slate and coal merchant of Mile End Villa, 
Romsey Extra, who owned extensive property in Shirley. He gave the land and 
agreed to meet all the building costs. The project stalled, with the chapel not 
quite finished, on Jackson’s bankruptcy in July 1841. Described as ‘a substantial 
freehold building designed for, and now fitted up as a chapel, with large 
schoolroom under and land adjoining [intended as a cemetery], having a frontage 
of 60 feet (more or less) … and a depth of 20 feet (more or less)’. The property 
was put up for auction in May 1842. The auctioneer, John Traffles Tucker, 
stressed the commercial potential: ‘The building is convertible into dwelling-
houses, or a malt-house, or for any other purpose requiring room. The materials 
alone of the present erection are very valuable, and if removed would leave some 
of the best and most convenient sites for building in this rapidly improving 
neighbourhood,’ Its fate was to be bought by the Wesleyan Methodists and 
opened as a Wesleyan chapel in April 1843. Influential in the transaction was 
George Laishley, who had earlier negotiated privately with Joseph Jackson to 
purchase the chapel along with eight acres of building land on Shirley Common.  
 
Two major commissions came about through schisms within the Independent 
congregations of Southampton. Albion Chapel was founded in 1844 by a 
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breakaway of the Above Bar congregation in an attempt to evangelize the St 
Mary’s district (figure 4). Prominent was James Durkin, son-in-law of George 
Hinves senior. The recently-vacated infirmary in St Mary’s Street provided a 
temporary chapel until, in 1848, Hinves and West were employed to demolish the 
buildings and erect a new chapel on the site. This was opened in June 1849, at a 
cost between £5,000 and £6,000. A commodious building, with a double gallery, 
it seated 1,200 worshippers. A lecture room held 250 people, and there was 
school accommodation for 400 children and 150 infants. ‘Chaste and beautiful’, it 
was in the Ionic order of classical architecture. The whole was completed in the 

comparatively short space of 
twelve months. 
Kingsfield Congregational 
Church, opened on West 
Marlands field in November 
1861, was a breakaway from the 
Albion Chapel (figure 5). A 
sizeable part of the congregation 
in 1853 followed their second 
pastor, the Reverend Joseph 
Wyld, to the Royal Victoria 
Rooms. Eight years later they 
were able to finance their own 
chapel, the plans of which, by 
Hinves and Bedborough, had 
been received ‘with the most  
marked  approval’ by the London 
Committee of Architects. It 
accommodated about 600, with 
provision for 250 additional 
sittings in side galleries. The 
Hampshire Independent thought 
it ‘the prettiest chapel in 
 

      Figure 4.  Albion Chapel, Southampton, [1848]: 
            engraving published by G W Bleckly 
 
the neighbourhood’. It was in the early Decorated style, very flamboyant, with 
twin spires nearly 90 feet high. The contrast with Albion Chapel could hardly be 
more stark. The cost, including land, was £2,370. The project was not without its 
pitfalls. Shortly before completion, the builder – Alfred Watts of Freemantle – 
went bankrupt and the commissioning minister – the Reverend Peter Turner – 
unexpectedly died. 
 
St Andrew’s English Presbyterian Church, opened in Brunswick Place in 
September 1853, was also the work of Hinves and Bedborough (figure 6). The 
congregation had first met in Southampton in October 1848. The completion of 
such an imposing chapel within five years is a tribute to Andrew Lamb, 
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Superintending Engineer to the 
Peninsular and Oriental 
Company, and fellow Scottish 
exiles: hence its common 
attribution as ‘the Scotch 
church’. The chapel 
accommodated 524 
worshippers on the aisleless 
ground floor, augmented to 644 
by an end gallery. There was 
provision for side galleries. It 
was in the Decorated style – in, 
according to the Hampshire 
Advertiser, the florid Gothic of 
the thirteenth century and the  

    Figure 5.  Kingsfield Congregational Church, c.1861:  
                     engraving by Philip Brannon 
 
purest taste of that period. A massive tower, 18 feet square and 100 feet high to 
the top of the finials, stood in the centre of the south front. The eight pinnacles on 
the tower were a distinguishing feature. The ‘Roving Correspondent’ of The 
Building News took a jaundiced view of the work. ‘The Presbyterians have a 
cardboard style church of white brick, with a meaningless octagon lantern 
terminating to the tower, after the Newcastle-on-Tyne sort.’ 

 
Portland Baptist Chapel, 
opened in 1840, was the work 
of Samuel Edward Toomer. A 
virtual rebuild in 1859, leaving 
only portions of the front wall 
and one of the side walls 
standing, was by Hinves and 
Bedborough. The roof was 
heightened, accommodation 
increased by over 400, the 
gallery extended and the chapel 
interior widened by 11 feet 6 
inches. 

       St Andrew’s English Presbyterian Church,  
              [1853]: engraving by C Dorrington 
 
Costing £1,536, the chapel reopened in January 1860. The Hampshire 
Independent praised its ‘graceful light appearance’ and thought the rebuild ‘far 
superior to its former self’. There may be an influence in the Baptist Metropolitan 
Chapel at the Elephant and Castle in London, concurrently being built for the 
Reverend Charles Haddon Spurgeon, charismatic evangelical preacher and elder 
brother of James Archer Spurgeon, minister of Portland Chapel. 

                                                               11 



                          Southampton Local History Forum Journal 

Carlton Baptist Chapel was founded in May 1861 by a breakaway of the 
Calvinistic sections of the Portland Chapel congregation led by the Reverend J A 
Spurgeon (figure 7). Worshipping initially in Carlton Assembly Rooms, the 
congregation had by 1865 sufficient funds to commission a new chapel in Belle 

Vue, opposite the Ordnance Survey 
offices. The architect was Alfred  
Bedborough, his first solo ecclesiastical 
commission. The original plans were based 
on an estimated cost of £2,500. This 
proved impossible for the small 
congregation – 250 members at the time 
the foundation stone was laid – to meet. 
The actual cost of the build was £1,500 (of 
which £1,100 had already been 
subscribed). The schoolroom and all other 
conveniences not strictly necessary for 
public worship were abandoned. The  
building was in a sparse Classical style. 
A notice in The Architect and Contract 
Reporter, 13 March 1869, refers to the 
forthcoming erection of a new Presbyterian 
church at Gravesend in Kent by Alfred 
Bedborough of Southampton. It is possible 
that this was St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church in the Grove, Gravesend, opened 
in 1870 and demolished in 1961. 

     Figure 7. Carlton Baptist Chapel 
 
Schools 
Five National (or parochial) schools for the poor in Southampton bore the mark of 
the practice.  
 
St Mary’s National Schools in Grove Street were opened in January 1841 to 
designs by William Hinves. Subscriptions were opened in December 1836 but it 
was not until 1840 that a site was purchased.  Philip Brannon (The picture of 
Southampton, [1849]) was to describe the school as ‘a neat Elizabethan building’. 
Boys and girls were taught in separate classrooms. Alterations in 1856-8 were by 
the Winchester architect John Colson (Southampton Archives D/ME6). 
 
All Saints’ National and Industrial Schools in York Buildings, the work of Hinves 
and West, followed in 1847: building tenders were advertised in May (figure 8). 
Brannon thought this a school ‘of superior character’, in the Elizabethan style, 
constructed of red brick with Caen stone dressings. Comprising a basement and 
two storeys, there was accommodation for 500 boys and girls. The upper floor, 
housing the girls’ and boys’ schoolrooms, was used on Sundays and Fridays for 
Divine service. The lower part of the building was fitted with ironing room, kitchen 
and laundry to train the girls to domestic labour.  
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St Mary’s (Charlotte 
Place) National Schools 
were built in 1856 to 
plans by Hinves and 
Bedborough (figure 9). 
The elevation on Dorset 
Street was Tudor, but 
some Gothic work 
intrudes on the south 
elevation. Described as 
‘a handsomely designe
work’, it was of two 
floors. A house f
schoolmaster was also 
built. The school lay 
opposite ‘the Scotch 
Church’. 

d 

or the 

  Figure 8.  All Saints Parochial Schools, [1847]: front elevation 
 
Holy Rood Parochial Schools were amongst the last to be built. The first initiative, 
in 1855, was for a school on a free site between Holy Rood church and Bridge 
Street to accommodate 250 boys, girls and infants, at an estimated cost of £700. 
An elevation by Robert Critchlow is in Hampshire Record Office (TOP 
286/2/387(L)). This failed. The project was resurrected in 1859 when the provost 
and fellows of Queen’s College, Oxford granted a site at the back of Gloucester 
Square in the Warden’s garden of God’s House. Plans by Hinves and 
Bedborough provided accommodation for 160 boys, girls and infants at an 
estimated cost of £500. The building, opened in February 1861, was of plain 
Elizabethan design, 60 feet by 50 feet (figure 10). The girls’ and infants’ 
schoolrooms were on the ground floor; the boys’ schoolroom was on the floor 
above. The whole conformed to the regulations of the Committee of Council of 
Education. A large playground was a rare feature in such a congested area of the 
town. A drawing of the schools is in Hampshire Record Office (TOP286/3/39/2). 
 
A new boys’ school room was added to Trinity National Schools in Kingsland by 
Alfred Bedborough in 1871. It was described as ‘a very nice commodious room’. 
With other alterations, the accommodation was increased by 135, at a cost of 
about £300. Illustrations of the proposed alterations and additions can be found 
in Southampton Archives (D/ME 8/8). The original school had been built in 1853 
to designs by John Elliott. 
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Figure 9. St Mary’s (Charlotte Place) National Schools, [1856]: south elevation and longitudinal                 
                                                     section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 
                                  Figure 10. Holy Rood Schools, [1859]: east elevation 
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Three National Schools were built outside the borough. 
Eling National Schools in Rumbridge (Totton), opened in 1844, were the work of 
William Hinves. Plans and elevations in Hampshire Record Office (20M65/32) 
reveal the extent to which the original designs were simplified. As built, for £800, 
there were two schoolrooms (boys and girls) separated by a two-storey master’s 
residence. 
 
Lyndhurst National Schools, opened in 1848, were to the designs of Hinves and 
West. Plans for the schoolrooms and attached master’s residence also survive in 
Hampshire Record Office (20M65/56). The buildings, in a plain Tudor style, are 
now part of St Michael and All Angels Church of England Infant School, 
prominently sited opposite the church.  
 
Extensive alterations to West End National Schools in 1866 were the work of 
Alfred Bedborough. Much of the existing school of 1838 was demolished, and a 
new schoolroom added. 
 
Two nondenominational schools for the poor in Southampton complete this 
category.  
The Royal British School for Boys, established in Canal Street in 1810, had by 
1836 become unfit for use. William Hinves, employed by the governing 
committee to estimate the relative cost of repair or a new build, recommended 
the latter. Spacious new schools accommodating 300 boys were opened in 
March 1837 at a cost of just over £1,000: a plain but substantial and well-
ventilated structure according to the Hampshire Telegraph. Next door was the 
girls’ school, established in 1815 and re-housed in 1835.  
 
The Industrial Training Department of Southampton Ragged Schools was the 
work of Hinves and Bedborough. It opened in April 1860 in property lately 
acquired next to the Ragged Schools in St George’s Place, Houndwell. The 
parent school had been designed by John Elliott, but choice of architect for the 
new department lay between Hinves and Bedborough and Charles Turner of 
Polygon Road, both of which practices had offered free design and 
superintendence. The former was accepted. The girls were taught domestic 
skills. The boys were set to chopping wood, making bags and mending cloths to 
fit them for the ordinary duties of life. An opportunity was taken at the same time 
to add a classroom to each of the boys’ and girls’ ragged schools and to build a 
dormitory for the most deprived outcasts. 
 
 
Welfare institutions 
South Stoneham Union Workhouse in West End – the present Moorgreen 
Hospital – is an architectural hybrid. The architectural designs were by the 
London architect Charles Henman. They were implemented by William Hinves. 
The decision to replace the original workhouse of 1802 was taken by the South 
Stoneham Guardians in 1848. The new workhouse was to accommodate 250 
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inmates at a cost not exceeding £5,000. The advertisement for an architect 
(March 1848) was an ingenious instrument to attract both national and local 
applicants. No payment for the plan and estimate would be made if the 
successful candidate were employed as superintending architect. If not so 
employed, he would simply be paid £50. The advertisement appeared in The 
Times and The Builder as well as local papers. A building committee appointed 
by the Guardians chose the designs of Charles Henman: Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, designer of Kingston-on-Thames Town Hall (1838-
40) and former pupil of William Moseley, County Surveyor of Middlesex and well 
versed in institutional architecture. At Henman’s death in 1884, the RIBA 
President Ewan Christian wrote: ‘an able man, who, if he had not been 
possessed of independent means, would probably have made his mark more 
strongly than he did’ (The Builder, 8 November 1884). He is probably better 
known for his architect sons, Charles and William. 
 
Henman chose to accept the £50 premium. It now became, to quote the 
Guardians’ minutes of 5 April 1848, ‘expedient to employ an architect resident in 
the Neighbourhood provided he approves Mr Henman’s plan and shall be of 
opinion that it can be carried out at the estimated cost not exceeding £5,000’ 
(Southampton Archives D/AGF1/2). Designs by Hinves and West, along with 
those of Henman, had originally been referred by the building committee to the 
Board of Guardians. It was therefore natural that William Hinves be approached 
to superintend the works. He accepted, being paid a per centage on the cost of 
the new workhouse. It was not an easy commission. He had to ensure that the 
builder kept to the contract. He vetoed the first choice of the Guardians, J Brown 
of Winchester. His successors, Richard Gover and Sons also of Winchester, 
increasingly came into conflict with the architect as deadlines were missed and 
short cuts take. Hinves was similarly in frequent contact with the Guardians, who 
issued a stream of minutely explicit fiats: ‘Mr Hinves was directed to have the 
borrowed light looking into the Boiler house lowered 1 foot to enable the Master 
to look into the Cistern that supplied the Boilers’ (14 March 1849, as an 
example). Costs were tight. Under pressure from Hinves, the original estimate 
was raised to £6,200. Even this was insufficient to prevent reductions being 
made to the plans he had inherited. Omitted were the cellarage under both the 
boiler room and the matron’s parlour as well as the dressings round the windows 
in all but the front and returns of the main building. The workhouse was 
completed in 1850. A request by Hinves for an extra allowance of £50 was 
unanimously rejected by the Guardians. 
 
William Hinves was also involved with the irascible Anglican clergyman, the 
Reverend Herbert Smith. Founder in 1838 of the abortive National Almshouses 
Society, Smith published plans in January 1840 for a model almshouse at 
Longdown in the New Forest. It was to accommodate 50 inmates and included a 
chapel (also to serve the surrounding district) and residences for the warden and 
sub-warden. An elevation by William Hinves of what Smith hoped (following royal 
patronage) would be ‘Queen Victoria’s Alms Houses’ is in Hampshire Record 

                                                               16 



                          Southampton Local History Forum Journal 

Office (TOP 108/2/1(L)). There is a neat demarcation between the Gothic of the 
ecclesiastical and the Tudor of the domestic sections. The project came to 
naught. It was revived, on a more restrictive scale, through the Shirley Asylum for 
the Deserving and Aged Poor, completed in April 1841 in Church Street, Shirley. 
The building contained 24 rooms (each 17 feet by 11 feet) and, compared to the 
Longdown design, lacked a chapel (made irrelevant by the proximity of St James 
Church), wardens’ accommodation and the flourish of a balcony. The cost was 
£1,300. An engraving by Thomas Skelton is reproduced at 
www.hantsphere.org.uk. Further details can be found in no.12 (Summer 2007) of 
this Journal, which also includes a copy of the Longdown elevations. A resident 
in the Shirley almshouses later in the century was Sarah Hinves, former 
proprietor of a school for young ladies in High Street, Southampton, a governess 
in Russia and head of Miss Dingle’s school at Wimpson. She was a daughter of 
George Hinves junior, cousin to the architect. 
 
 
Municipal buildings 
Romsey Town Hall, designed by Alfred Bedborough, was the only municipal 
contract held by the practice. The prospect of a combined Town Hall and Corn 
Exchange had been floated in 1862. In the event, following pressure from the 
agricultural interest, the Corn Exchange was built first, opening in December 
1864 in the Market Place. It was an impressive structure in the Corinthian style 
under the design of local architect and surveyor Benjamin Oakley.  Two years 
later – in July 1866 – the deferred Town Hall was opened, also in the Market 
Place. It is summarized by Nikolaus Pevsner in The buildings of England: 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 1967: ‘Three bays, brick, Italianate, 
insignificant’. The council chamber, two reading rooms, library and County Court 
offices were on the ground floor. The town hall itself, 62 feet long by 34 feet wide 
and 22 feet high, occupied the first floor. Half of the total cost of £3,000 was met 
by the Treasury. 
 
Two unsuccessful bids for major contracts with Southampton Corporation are 
considered later. To these may be added controversial but doomed proposals 
involving Southampton’s most iconic structure. In April 1861, the Special and 
General Works Committee of the Town Council recommended that a clock tower 
and clock, with illuminated dial, be placed on the Bargate. Designs by Hinves and 
Bedborough, in strict keeping with the original architecture, were approved. This 
was a resurrection of similar proposals in March 1859, part of renovation work on 
the Bargate by Josiah George Poole. The committee’s recommendations  were 
rejected by the full Council as, to quote Councillor W H Rogers, ‘a monstrous 
absurdity and an eyesore’. The Mayor (Richard Coles) captured the mood with 
an apposite analogy. ‘The other day he saw a modern steam traction engine 
traversing the street with men on it habited as Ancient Romans (Laughter). It 
would be quite as incongruous to put a modern tower on the Bargate’. The 
partnership’s designs were to be put forward yet again (by Councillor W G 
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Lankester) in February 1887 when the Council debated the town’s contribution to 
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. 
 
 
Commercial buildings 
Southampton Corn Exchange, opened in December 1852 on the site of the old 
custom house, was an imposing addition to the town’s frontage. It was in an 
uncompromising Italianate style. The appointment of Hinves and Bedborough as 
architects may have been influenced by the fact that Hinves was already 
employed, as surveyor on the Belle Vue estate, by the chief promoter of the 
scheme (and Chairman of the Board of Directors) John Watkins Drew. It was a 
complicated project, with changes in the architects’ brief necessitating two sets of 
building tenders (August 1851 and March 1852). As built, the ground floor was 
appropriated to the Corn Exchange. The rooms above were occupied by 
Southampton Chamber of Commerce, moving from the cramped Audit House. 
Their rooms lay on either side of a well, 28 feet by 18 feet, in the centre of the 
ceiling and lit by a large lantern at the top. They were interconnected by a gallery 
at the north end. There was direct access from the building to the Castle Hotel 
next door. 
 
Less genteel had been a commission undertaken by William Hinves for John 
Thomas Groves in 1845. Originally a Romsey corn factor, Groves had been 
partner to Arthur Day and William Alltoft Summers at the Millbrook Foundry. With 
the dissolution of the partnership in May 1845, Groves erected a mill for crushing 
linseed and preparing oil and cake, with engine house and boiler room, in William 
Roe Sharland’s Redbridge Ship and Mercantile Yard (approximately the present 
Redbridge Wharf). The works were extensive, costing £4,000 and dominated by 
a 90-foot tall chimney. The business was short-lived. In June 1846, lightning 
struck the thatched roof of an adjoining sawpit. The resultant fire quickly 
consumed most of Groves’s property. He was uninsured, and within a year was 
bankrupt. 
 
A Philip Brannon print of 1844 (reproduced at www.hantsphere.org.uk ) attributes 
John Aslatt’s coach manufactory in Marland Place to William Hinves. This ties in 
with building tenders advertised by Hinves in June 1843 for the erection of three 
houses, etc at the Weighbridge for John Aslatt. The architect’s offices were next 
door. The building was short-lived. Excavation of the Dorchester Railway tunnel 
in spring 1847 caused the collapse of the underlying and now disused canal 
tunnel. This caused the foundations of the coach works, which lay directly above, 
to sink, and the building had to be demolished. The replacement Carriage Bazaar 
(architect unknown) is shown in a subsequent Brannon engraving (print no.7 in 
The picture of Southampton, [1849]). 
 
Stores and other buildings were erected in 1857 (building tenders advertised in 
May) for John Hunt, corn and coal merchant, maltster and agricultural engineer of 
Shirley. 
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Southampton Savings’ Bank moved from Portland Street to a new building in 
West Marlands in December 1860. Advertisements for building tenders in 
July/August 1859 went under the signature of Hinves and Bedborough. 
 
Places of entertainment 
The Riding School, standing at right angles to Carlton Place, is arguably the most 
effective of William Hinves’s secular works (figure 11). Commissioned by William 
Richardson of Bedford Mews, it was opened in August 1847 as Bedford Riding 
School. The Hampshire Independent believed that only the riding school in 
Bryanstone Square, London was its equal in size, although inferior in beauty, in 
light and in ventilation. The school was 120 feet long by 40 feet wide and 25 feet 
high to the underside of the tie beams to the roof, and well lit by side windows. A 
feature was the open-grained roof, modelled on that of Westminster Hall. Over 
the entrance at the south end was a ladies’ or visitors’ room, and a gallery 
overlooked the great ring.  Philip Brannon was an enthusiast: ‘It is, we believe, in 
every respect the finest building in the kingdom devoted to this purpose’ [1849]. 
The cost was nearly £3,000. It could accommodate 1,000 persons and, as a 
venue for meetings, rivalled the Victoria Rooms. 

The Philharmonic Rooms in 
Above Bar Street, opened in 
July 1865, were the work of 
Alfred Bedborough. The 
entrepreneur behind the 
scheme was Frederick 
Strange, owner of the Royal 
Alhambra Palace in London, 
an extravagant, pioneering 
music hall in a flamboyant 
Moorish-inspired building, 
and refreshment contractor 
for the Crystal Palace.  

   Figure 11. Interior of the Riding School, Southampton,  
                 1847: engraving by Philip Brannon 
 
Hinves and Bedborough were named as architects when the prospectus was 
issued in July 1863. Shares could be purchased through them. By the time of the 
build, the more cautious senior partner had retired. The Philharmonic Rooms 
were a piece of London foppery transported to the centre of a provincial town, the 
façade ‘over-tawdry’ with its enriched Italian style treated with some liberty 
according to the ‘Roving Correspondent’ of The Building News. A figure of Apollo, 
with richly-turned vases on either side, stood over the central double entrance. 
The keystones of the windows were ornamented with Prince of Wales’ feathers. 
Carved clusters of fruit and flowers adorned the walls. An illustration of the 
frontage was published in The Builder, 29 July 1865. A copy is in Hampshire 
Record Office (TOP286/2/207). This riot of cornucopia continued inside. The 
highly-enriched entrance was divided into panels, with columns capped with 
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figures holding musical instruments. The central music room, which doubled as a 
ballroom, was parallelogrammic in form, and included a gallery, orchestra and 
proscenium. Staircases led from the inner lobby to a series of club and reading 
rooms. The whole cost Frederick Strange about £8,000. He called on his 
architect again in 1866 to provide decorations for a season of promenade 
concerts.   
 
The Royal York Music Hall in Above Bar Street was opened in December 1872 to 
the design of Alfred Bedborough, then just released from bankruptcy. It became 
the Palace Theatre of Varieties in 1898. Brick-built and plastered inside, it 
presented a substantial yet light appearance. The ground floor included a stage 
(22 feet deep), five private boxes and space for an orchestra of six 
instrumentalists. The dressing rooms were under the stage. The orchestra stalls 
seated about 200, with seats behind for a further 300. A promenade at the back 
led to the refreshment bar. The hall, however, had a one-sided appearance as 
only the gallery on the southern side was completed. In summer 1874, a 
complementary gallery, to seat 120, was built on the opposite side. At the same 
time, the massive piers supporting the roof, which greatly obstructed the view of 
the stage, were replaced by two light ornamental iron columns. The stage was 
also widened by almost 5 feet. The alterations were by the builder Jonas Nichols. 
 
A prospectus for the New Theatre Royal Company, Southampton (Limited) was 
published in August 1864. Hinves and Bedborough were the nominated 
architects. The proposal was to purchase the then lacklustre Theatre Royal in 
French Street with its fixtures, fittings, scenery and the rest of the theatrical 
paraphernalia, together with adjoining property. A new theatre, incorporating all 
modern improvements, was to be built, with provision for Turkish and other baths. 
Finance was to come through the sale of 2,000 shares at £5 each. The scheme 
never materialized, possibly because the old theatre revived after the 
appointment of J W Gordon as manager in October 1864. 
 
Similarly abortive was the design of William Hinves for a new clubroom for the 
Royal Southern Yacht Club opposite the pier gates in 1845. The committee 
preferred the plans of Thomas Sandon Hack. It was a fortuitous decision: 
otherwise we would have been denied what David Lloyd (The buildings of 
England: Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 1967) has called ‘the finest piece of 
Early Victorian architecture in the city.’ 
 
 
Hotels and inns 
Local architects profited from the influx of visitors into Southampton following the 
coming of the railway in 1839. William Hinves was commissioned to design a 
spacious, first-rate hotel immediately opposite the terminus. It was on the garden 
land between the Marsh and Bernard Street acquired by George Laishley in 
January 1841. Building tenders were advertised in April 1841. The designs were 
leaked by the Hampshire Advertiser: a building in the Corinthian order of 
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architecture, with a coffee room 45 feet long by 25 feet wide and other internal 
arrangements of a proportionate scale. The hotel cannot be identified. Its location 
fits the Railway Hotel (rebuilt in 1907 as the London Hotel) on the corner of 
Terminus Terrace and Oxford Street. In the same year, improvements were 
made by Hinves to the Royal Hotel in Above Bar Street for John White: building 
tenders were advertised in March1841. In summer 1843, Hinves made extensive 
alterations and additions to the George Hotel, also in Above Bar Street. The 
client, John Francis, had bought the hotel in March for £7,750. The following 
decade, in 1858, Hinves and Bedborough did similar work at the Clarence Hotel, 
High Street, for Mr Cozens. Finally, we have an advertisement dated October 
1867 under Alfred Bedborough’s name for a new hotel at Highfield. 
 
Outside Southampton, two public houses were built by William Hinves for Andrew 
Robert Drummond of Cadlands. Building contracts were exchanged in August 
1842 for a new inn at Fawley and, in April 1845, for the demolition of the Rodney 
Inn at Hythe and its replacement by a new inn. It is probable that these were, 
respectively, the rebuilt Falcon Inn and the Drummond Arms. Involvement with 
Drummond continued for in 1851 Stanswood Farm was rebuilt for the estate. 
Twenty years later, Alfred Bedborough received several commissions in Romsey 
from Thomas Strong, owner of Strong’s Brewery: additions and alterations to 
Horse Fair Brewery (1866), alterations to the Bell Inn (1865) and the Star Inn 
(1866) and, near Stockbridge, rebuilding an inn (possibly the New Inn) at 
Sperewell. These followed Bedborough’s contract for Romsey Town Hall. 
 
 
Shops and Provision Warehouses 
Ten commissions, involving nine properties within Southampton, can be 
identified. 
 
42 Above Bar Street.  Alterations and improvements (1849) for Edward and 
Frederick Perkins, tea dealers and family grocers 
 
29 High Street.  A new provision warehouse (1859) for John H Cooksey. A 
building of four storeys in, according to the Hampshire Advertiser, ‘the enriched 
palatial style of Italian architecture’. The basement storey, of Portland stone, 
comprised two substantially proportioned piers with rustic quoins. The upper 
storeys, of Bath stone, included pedimented windows with bold cornices, richly-
scrolled scrolls and carved sheaves of wheat. An observatory was built on the 
top. The warehouse lay immediately north of the unfinished St Lawrence’s 
Church 
 
124 High Street.  Alterations (1840) for George Laishley and Company, linen and 
woollen drapers. The second of three major alterations within seven years: in 
1836 (architect unknown) and late1843 (almost a complete rebuild by Joseph 
Hill) 
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C B Phippard, a fellow Wesleyan draper whom Laishley introduced to the town, 
employed Alfred Bedborough (1864) to rebuild the premises (123/4 High Street), 
now known as ‘Holy Rood Palace’. 500 feet of plate glass was supplied by Henry 
Wright of Hanover Buildings. During a treat to the workmen, Henry Pond spoke of 
the transformation of the High Street from ‘but a struggling street characterising a 
small seaport, exhibiting no architectural development outside, or light or 
brilliancy within’ into ‘as fine a display of street architecture as could be met with 
in any town in England’ 
 
135 High Street.  Extensive alterations (1858) for James Cocks, general outfitter 
 
136 High Street.  An elegant new front (1859) for William Lankester and Son, 
ironmongers. Praised by the Hampshire Independent as ‘a very beautiful 
specimen of decorative art applied to a shop front’ 
 
139 High Street.  Extensive alterations (1840) to the premises recently purchased 
by Messrs G B Bishop and Co, silk mercers 
 
145 High Street.  Rebuilding the premises, showrooms and galleries of Stag 
House (1871/2) for Emanuel and Son, naval and military tailors, outfitters, 
shirtmakers, hosiers and hatters 
 
158 High Street.  Extensive alterations and improvements (1841) for Thomas 
Creed, draper 
 
50 Oxford Street.  Erection of dwelling house and shop (1858) for Robert 
Chipperfield, chemist and druggist   
 
 
Domestic houses 
Unless otherwise stated, the entries are for new builds. 
 
1836 
       A delightful residence for a small family at Hill. Sitting rooms opening on to a 

terrace walk 
       Hollybrook House, in 37 acres of land on Shirley Common, for Nathaniel  
       Newman Jefferys (figure 12). Built in the Gothic style, with 9 bedrooms, 

stabling for 4 horses and a double coach house. Jefferys was later to donate 
land, a quarter of a mile distant, for St James Church, and was a Guardian 
(President from April 1849) of South Stoneham Union during Hinves’s 
involvement with the workhouse. Adrian Rance (Shirley 1836-1986) ascribes 
1 and 3 Bellemoor Road to Hinves as being stylistically similar to Hollybrook 
House 
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                           Figure 12.  Hollybrook House, Shirley. Photograph 1941 
 
 For houses in Shirley Common, 1836-7, see ‘Urban development’  
1839 
       A villa at Totton    
1841 
       General repairs and improvements at 11 Brunswick Place, late in the 

possession of Dr I F Clark 
1842      
        Six houses opposite St Mary’s Churchyard for John Cooksey 
1843       
        A detached dwelling house at Cranbury Place for John Ewer [of Great 

Eastley, South Stoneham]   
1844 
        Seven dwelling houses for Mr W Slater. William Slater, of Back of the Walls, 

was a maltster and brewer 
       A villa at Shirley for Mr Wright 
1845 
       A dwelling house at Upper Prospect Place 
       Three houses near Portland Chapel 
        A Grecian villa with stabling and coach house: location not given 
        Laying down a grating and excavation of vaults under the footway of Mr 

Ellyett’s house in Prospect Place 
        A villa at Regent’s Park, Millbrook 
        Alteration to and enlargement of a dwelling house at Nutshalling [Nursling] 
        Houses for John Foote Hattatt, owner of St Mary’s Brewery, on land fronting 

the Marsh and owned by Queen’s College, Oxford. Two blocks of three 
houses (29-31 and 32-34 Terminus Terrace, separated by Duke Street: now 
demolished) were built. Elevations exist for a terrace of 7 houses intended to 
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be built in Duke Street and Charles Street. This was part of a scheme for 48 
houses of 13 feet frontage (Information from a typescript list of plans, maps, 
etc relating to the college estate in Southampton. Copy in Southampton 
Archives) 

1846 
        A villa at Shirley Warren 
        A villa, stable and coach house at Totton for Mr Sharland. This may be 

William Roe Sharland, who took the lease of the 20-acre Redbridge Ship 
and Mercantile Yard in 1843 

       Six cottages for the Itchen Bridge Company adjoining their toll house 
1849            
        Alterations and additions at Bitterne Lodge, including a new entrance lodge 

and greenhouse, for Captain (later Admiral) Thomas Martin, RN 
1850 
       Rebuilding a house and premises in the High Street 
1851 
       Two Elizabethan lodges at the entrance to Grove Place Lunatic Asylum, 

Nursling for the resident proprietors Isaac Pothecary and William Symes. 
Hinves may have known the proprietors whilst working on South Stoneham 
workhouse: pauper lunatics were sent from there to Grove Place. Pothecary 
and Symes were taken to Southampton County Court in September 1852 by 
the architects to recover £35.7s.3d. for work done 

1853 
        Dwelling house in Rumbridge Street (Totton) for John Foster of Eling 
1861        
        Alterations and additions at Maybush Villa for John Cook 
        Alterations to Cumberland House, in Cumberland Place, for William Oke. 
1862 
        Two houses on Belle Vue Estate for John Smith, chemist 
1864 
        A new residence at Woolston (probably Bryntirion, later The Towers) for 

Richard Coles, owner of the steam saw mills at Cross House 
1866 
        Villa residence, with conservatory and stables, for Robert Notman, Esq 
1867 
        Two first-class dwelling houses in Southampton for John White, Esq 
 
A further four houses within Hampshire can be identified. 
 
1849  
        Exbury vicarage, together with stable and chaise house. 
        Rosehill, in St James’s Crescent, Winchester for Richard Andrews (Sheriff 

of Southampton). A simple five-bedroom, yellow-brick classical house 
1851 
       The perpetual curate’s house, with stable, coach house and harness room, 

at Bursledon. Built for £1,896 on common land given by the Bishop of 
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Winchester and financed by Queen Anne’s Bounty. Correspondence in 
Hampshire Record Office (16M70/7/1-25) shows the tensions between the 
governors of the funding body, who thought the proposed house too large, 
and the bishop, Charles Sumner. The latter’s views prevailed 

1855 
        Lucerne Villa in Winchester as a new weekend residence for Richard 

Andrews and his wife. Built in ‘the Swiss style’ (lakeside rather than alpine), 
with a splendid south-easterly aspect towards the lower Itchen valley, a large 
reception room opening on to the garden under a verandah, a four-storey 
tower and four bedrooms. The design for their first Winchester residence, the 
Pagoda, is commonly attributed to Hinves and Bedborough. This cannot be 
substantiated with a building date now known to be 1844. A forthcoming 
article in Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society Newsletter, 55, 
Spring 2011 by Robin Freeman and the present author will present more 
evidence on the Winchester houses of Richard Andrews 

          
Only one work is recorded outside Hampshire. In 1853, two villas were finished 
by Hinves and Bedborough at Brentwood, Essex for the executors of the late 
Thomas Hoof. This, however, was locally generated. Hoof was a railway 
contractor of Romsey (he is buried in the Abbey), with estates in Essex and 
Staffordshire. 
 
 
Urban development 
Surveyors as well as architects, the practice was involved in three nineteenth-
century developments in and around Southampton. 
Shirley Common was opened up for development following the Hill and Shirley 
enclosure award of 1832. It quickly became a desirable location: on rich, well-
drained alluvial soil, in an elevated position and on the lee-side of the pollution of 
Southampton. William Hinves was one of those at the heart of this development. 
His work on Hollybrook House, the Shirley almshouses and St James Church 
has been noted. In conjunction with the Southampton auctioneer, R H Perkins, 
he was responsible for several substantial cottages near the new church. Many 
had large gardens, pig styes, stabling and paddocks. Targeted were ‘small 
genteel families’. Some were advertised for tradesmen whose skills were needed 
in the neighbourhood; others for dairymen or market gardeners. Investment 
potential was a key selling point. Four double cottages sold at auction in July 
1837 were producing a rental of £73-10s per annum. Eight ‘genteel cottages’, 
each with a large productive garden, were advertised in June 1838 as ‘a very 
advantageous speculation to any persons desirous of purchasing for investment’, 
capable of realizing 7% profit. It was almost a social experiment, a rural 
counterpart to the urban allotment movement. 
 
Belle Vue estate was developed in the late 1840s by John Watkins Drew 
following its purchase from Nathaniel Newman Jefferys. Hinves and West were 
surveyors to the estate in February 1847 when it was laid out and prepared for 

                                                               25 



                          Southampton Local History Forum Journal 

building. Hinves was still surveyor in 1851 when estate land – in Love Lane – 
was unsuccessfully offered to the borough as a site for the new gaol. One mock 
Elizabethan villa on the estate (building tenders advertised in August 1853) is 
known to be the work of Hinves and Bedborough. 
 
It is tempting – if perhaps fanciful – to see family influences in the development of 
Regent’s Park. Hinves and Bedborough proposed in spring 1851 to build ten 
commodious detached residences here, each with rooms of moderate 
dimensions, of varied elevations and with a southerly aspect. It was tailored 
architecture: ‘any trifling alterations will readily be made in the plans, to meet the 
views of those who may wish to reside in this delightful neighbourhood, previous 
to commencing the houses.’ The properties were for rent or purchase. Is it 
coincidence that Alfred’s father, James Thomas Bedborough, was a visitor in the 
Hinves household at the time (April) of the 1851 census? He had begun a few 
years earlier to create Upton Park in Slough as a prestigious private estate of 
exclusive houses (fifty were originally planned) set in their own park and leased 
to the professional classes. It is claimed to be the first housing development to be 
advertised for commuters. One property can be identified as part of the Regent’s 
Park scheme. Clarendon Lodge was described in an advertisement (for sale or 
let) in July 1852 as a commodious and substantial villa, just completed with 
‘every regard to comfort, taste and convenience, and no expense … spared to 
render it worthy of attention to even the most fastidious’. There was a lawn in 
front with room at the back for a first-rate kitchen garden, stabling and coach-
house. A feature was the use of block tin for the water pipes and slate for the 
cistern instead of lead. The builder was Cornelius Beavis of Church Road, 
Shirley.  
 
 
Unsuccessful bids 
Two church designs by Hinves and Bedborough were rejected.  
A new church was planned at Newtown in 1850 at the sole expense of the 
Reverend Frederick Russell, evening lecturer at St Michael’s and the proposed 
first incumbent. This was the first step in the breakup of the monolithic parish of 
St Mary’s. A complex saga was set in train. The original plan saw the purchase of 
the vacant Wesleyan chapel on Alfred Street, built by William Betts in 1843, 
together with two adjoining houses. These were to be demolished and replaced 
by ‘a plain and commodious church’ affording 780 sittings (1,100 if galleries were 
later required), one third of which were to be free. Designs of the proposed 
church – to be dedicated to St Matthew – made by Hinves and Bedborough were 
approved by the Bishop of Winchester. These plans, however, were soon 
abandoned, presumably because of the inadequacy of the site. A site nearer to 
the southern end of the Avenue, at the bottom of Lower Cranbury Place, was 
given later in 1850 by Thomas Chamberlayne. An engraving headed ‘Proposed 
new church at Chamberlayne Town’ by the Winchester architect John Colson 
appears to relate to this part of the story. The vacant Wesleyan chapel, saved 
from demolition, became a temporary district church: ‘Newtown Proprietary 
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Chapel’ in the 1851 religious census. Building tenders for the new church – 
dedicated to St Luke – were advertised in August 1851 under a third architect, 
John Elliott. Before consecration in December 1852, the church had moved to its 
third and present site on Onslow Road. The temporary church became St Luke’s 
District School. To compound the obfuscation, St Matthew’s Church on St Mary’s 
Road, a neo-Norman building of 1870, is sometimes ascribed to Hinves and 
Bedborough. It is by Monday and Bull – although there is a link in that Charles 
Albert Monday had been an articled pupil to the partnership. 
 
The original design for a church in Freemantle, made in late 1855, is also by 
Hinves and Bedborough: plans according to the Reverend Herbert Smith 
(February 1856) so greatly admired by everyone who has seen them. A water 
colour by Philip Brannon of the proposed church (figure 13) shows an ornate 
Gothic pile with impressive broached spire, together with flanking school and 
parsonage. The designs were rejected, on grounds of over-elaboration, by the 
grant-making Incorporated Church Building Society. The present Christ Church is 
the work of the London architect William White. It was consecrated in July 1865 a 
day after Holy Trinity, Weston. Contemporaries contrasted the modernity of 
White’s work with the traditionalism of the latter. 
 

 
          Figure 13. Design for Freemantle Church, [1856]: water colour by Philip Brannon 
 
Two hugely controversial architectural competitions for municipal contracts in 
Southampton involved the practice.  
The new borough gaol was built in 1850/1. It had from the start been a difficult 
project, taking two years and 34 meetings of the Gaol Committee of the Town 
Council even to fix a site: that of the former Bugle Hall. Advertisements for a local 
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architect were placed in the Southampton papers in late 1850. Representatives 
of the six practices (Lock and Brown; John Elliott; Robert Critchlow; Doswell and 
Poole; George Guillaume; Hinves and Bedborough) who expressed an interest 
were briefed on the terms of the competition by the deputy chairman Joseph 
Stebbing on 10 December. Four plans, each anonymous, were sent to Colonel 
Jebb, Inspector General of Prisons, for adjudication in February 1851. Far from 
enthusiastic, Jebb deemed two (later revealed to be those of Robert Critchlow 
and Hinves and Bedborough) to require the least alteration to render them 
acceptable. He chose the designs of the former on grounds of economy. William 
Hinves immediately appealed to the Town Council against the decision. The  
guidelines had been explicit that the plans ‘be received without expecting an 
estimate of the cost of the prison’ (Gaol Committee minutes, 10 December 1850: 
Southampton Archives SC2/3/7). It was inequitable, therefore, to reject their 
plans on grounds of economy. Further, the letter of rejection from the Town Clerk 
referred to the designs of Hinves and Bedborough as ‘the second best amongst 
the competitors’. Jebb had made no such value judgment. This was a 
professional slur, especially when it was common knowledge that a majority of 
the Gaol Committee had preferred their plans to those of Critchlow. Hinves was 
granted an interview with the Mayor, Richard Andrews, at the Pagoda in 
Winchester in May 1851, the very day he hosted a dejeuner to the officers of the 
Turkish frigate Feiza Baarl, in England to transport the Turkish exhibits to the 
Great Exhibition. The partnership had recently built the neighbouring Rosehill for 
Andrews. No account of the meeting exists, but the thrust of Hinves’s complaint 
was that undue favouritism had been shown, that the rules had been arbitrarily 
changed, and that the Corporation had been supine in the face of central 
government pressure. His demand for an inquiry, perhaps inevitably, failed. In 
July 1851 the fait accompli was accepted: ‘for, although the selection of 
ourselves would have been a valuable retainer, yet we have been more anxious 
to place our professional claims in a right position feeling satisfied and confirmed 
therein by so decided an expression on the part of the committee that our plans 
were preferable to those of ‘Respice Finem’ [Critchlow], and in making this 
communication we will only ask the courtesy and spirit of justice of the committee 
not to put the plans in question as being of a second-rate character’. The 
committee awarded £50 in compensation. The gaol, with Robert Critchlow as 
architect, was built in 1853. It was in St Mary’s Street, the Home Secretary 
having retrospectively rejected the Bugle Hall site as too small. 
 
It was rumoured that politics lay at the core of the gaol controversy. There is no 
equivocation about the rejection of Alfred Bedborough’s bid for the design of the 
new workhouse in 1865/6. One of the competing firms of architects (Guillaume, 
Parmenter and Guillaume) had at first declined to compete ‘having been informed 
that party politics would (without ability) take everything before it’. It showed the 
frailty of architectural competitions when anonymity was compromised: when the 
names of the architects ‘oozed out’. Five plans – from J William Jurd; J G and W 
C Poole; Alfred Bedborough; Guillaume, Parmenter and Guillaume; and Thomas 
Alfred Skelton – were submitted to the Poor Law Inspector W H T Hawley. His 
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decision in July 1865 was emphatic. The designs of Skelton were ‘in all respects 
the best’. But Skelton was a Tory, a colleague of the ultra W J Le Feuvre and 
agent to the Tory candidates Russell Gurney and William Rose at the recent 
general election. In the fetid political atmosphere of an election year this 
mattered. The subsequent Board of Guardians meeting, expected to endorse 
Hawley’s decision, was packed with Liberal magistrates, ex officio but hitherto 
abstaining members. The meeting overturned Hawley’s decision by 13 votes to 9 
on the justification, largely but not entirely spurious, of Skelton’s youth and 
inexperience for so large a commission. The Liberal majority now voted in the 
plans of Alfred Bedborough, a Liberal, an ally of Thomas Falvey and, according 
to the leader of the coup (William Aldridge, Deputy President), the only man in 
the town able to carry on the work: an exaggeration he was later to recant. As 
night follows day, the next Guardians’ meeting was flooded by ex officio Tory 
magistrates, coming ‘down there like a flock of sheep to perpetuate a job at the 
beck of their leader [Joseph Stebbing]’ in a phrase later used by Aldridge. 
Reinstatement of Skelton’s plans inevitably followed. The local press took 
predictable party positions. The Tory Hampshire Advertiser saw the adaption of 
Bedborough’s plans as an ‘unreasonable, ill-conceived, and in all respects 
mischievously obnoxious resolution’. The Liberal Hampshire Independent viewed 
the reinstatement of Skelton’s plans as ‘almost, if not entirely, without precedent 
in the history of the local affairs of the country’. Political skirmishing continued for 
a year, as neither party could sustain a majority on the Board. Bedborough 
attempted to circumvent the Guardians by sending revised plans directly to the 
Poor Law Board in London. The Board refused to accept them. He threatened 
legal action against the Guardians, seeking compensation of £350 (later dropped 
to £200). The political dynamic, however, was against the Liberals. Bedborough 
abandoned his claims in March 1866. Building tenders were sought in May 1866 
with Skelton as architect. 
 
The Hampshire Advertiser, in September 1865, gave Alfred Bedborough faint 
words of comfort. ‘We think that he is unwise in taking his disappointment so 
much to heart. He has had in his clever hands a very fair share of the prominent 
buildings in Southampton, and his friends at our local Board should allow him, for 
a time, to ‘rest and be thankful’. This is not a classical building; neither is it an 
ornamental one, in the completion of which his rich fancy might run riot. We have 
his elegant specimens of these in our public streets: he can afford to forego the 
pleasure of erecting the Poorhouse, which is to be plain, substantial, and in all 
respects convenient….’ 
 
Retrospect 
William Hinves died on 1 July 1871. His probate was valued at under £800. He 
left a freehold dwelling house and garden at Portswood and two leasehold 
dwelling houses (32 and 33 Amoy Street) in Southampton. Within the present city 
boundaries, only the Riding School, St James Church (Shirley), Shirley 
almshouses (now incorporated in the Barlow and Ellyett Homes) and Pear Tree 
United Reformed Church amongst his major works survive. The Royal South 

                                                               29 



                          Southampton Local History Forum Journal 

Hants Infirmary chapel can be added as witness to his partnership with Alfred 
Bedborough. Architectural drawings were left in his will, made in 1870, to his 
second wife, Sophia. They are absent from her will, made in 1874, by which her 
property was left to two sisters living in Bradford-on-Avon. His only child, 
Nathaniel, died in the same year. A simple epitaph to a working architect was 
unconsciously given in March 1847 by the Southampton solicitors Page and 
Moody: ‘Mr Hinves is known here as a respectable and attentive man of 
business’ (Southampton Archives D/PM Box 51/15/13: letter to the Reverend 
Samuel Holmes of Foots Cray, Kent in reply to a request for a reference). 
 
It is impossible in a single paragraph to do justice to the later career of Alfred 
Bedborough, which continued into the twentieth century. His Southampton 
practice ended in financial failure. He surrended before the London Bankruptcy 
Court in July 1869 owing £1,972 to unsecured creditors (mostly residing in 
Southampton) and £3,200 to those holding security. The underlying cause, 
exacerbated by losses in business and pressure of creditors, were delays in 
Chancery following the exhaustive legal proceedings of ‘Bedborough v 
Bedborough’. Begun in 1861, the case stemmed from an imprecisely-worded 
codicil to his father’s will of the previous year. By this, Alfred was given equal 
shares with his five sisters in the Upton Park estate. This risky undertaking had 
been financed by mortgages of £24,500, money which was never recouped and 
which lay like an albatross about the Bedborough heirs. Two of Alfred’s brothers 
(George in 1865 and John in 1871) committed suicide. Most of the secured debts 
were to these mortgage holders. Alfred’s principal creditor was one of his sisters. 
The petition for Alfred’s liquidation from bankruptcy was filed in September 1872: 
on the same day that his former patron, Frederick Strange, also appeared before 
the London Bankruptcy Court. Now living in London, Alfred specialized in aquaria 
and huge glasshouses, including the Royal or Westminster Aquarium (1875-6), 
the massive Margate Aquarium and Marine Polytechnic (opened 1876) and an 
aquarium for Plymouth, although the later was not built. Similarly abortive were 
designs for a Gothick glasshouse 340 feet high to cover the Albert Memorial in 
London and four adjoining gardens representing the four quarters of the globe. 
He returned temporarily to Hampshire as architect of the Mont Dore Hotel in 
Bournemouth, built between 1881 and 1885. A spa hotel for 150 guests, the 
basement was fitted up for extensive hydrotherapy with a suite of baths, 
aspiration and inhalation rooms, rheumatic chambers, douches, sprays and 
plunges. This imposing Italianate building has, since 1921, served as 
Bournemouth Town Hall.  
 
It is a neat irony on which to end that one of Alfred Bedborough’s later 
commissions was All Saints Church, South Lambeth, in collaboration with a 
former pupil of his, the Southampton-born Sidney Robert James Smith, later to 
find fame as architect of the Tate Gallery. Smith’s designs for Southampton 
Central Library in 1891 (referred to in no.15 (Summer 2009) of this Journal) were 
rejected by the Corporation-appointed arbiter William Henman, younger son of 
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Charles Henman, whose designs for South Stoneham Workhouse had been 
carried into effect over half a century earlier by William Hinves. 
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A G K Leonard 
 
Carlton Crescent:  Southampton’s most spectacular Regency development 
 
    Rightly described by Pevsner and Lloyd as “the most spectacular piece of 
Regency development in Southampton”, Carlton Crescent has happily kept most 
of its original architectural integrity and appeal, strong enough to withstand the 
intrusion of a post-war office block replacing a group of houses destroyed by 
bombing in World War II (figure 1). 
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Figure 1  Carlton Crescent and surrounding area – drawn by R J Coles from the 1846 Ordnance 
Survey map, with some current street numbers added. This map shows how the layout of Carlton 
Crescent had to be related to the site boundaries of the Royal Military Asylum/Ordnance Survey 

Office 
 
The whole crescent presents an attractively unified aspect but it was, in fact, built 
up piecemeal over a period of 10-15 years from 1825, as the most noteworthy 
feature of the “genteel upper part of the town” at a time when Southampton was 
rapidly expanding, both as a fashionable residential resort and commercial 
centre. 
 A century later, changing social conditions led to conversions from residential to 
institutional, business and office use, a process hastened in 1940 by destruction 
of city centre premises. Carlton Crescent has now become an area of “prestige 
offices” at the heart of Southampton’s legal, financial and professional activities. 
    These developments are exemplified in the history of Clarence House, later 
styled Avondale House, the three storey and basement “town house” dating from 
1833, renovated, adapted and extended in the 1990s, which still dominates the 
southern side of the upward sweep of Carlton Crescent from London Road to 
Bedford Place. 
    It was one of the last houses built in Carlton Crescent and one of the largest, 
although – unlike most of those on the opposite side of the road – it did not have 
a coach house. 
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    Clarence House was built in 1833 for James Hawkins Thring, a successful 
High Street wine merchant, who also invested in a similar house in nearby 
Cumberland Place. 
    Clarence House remained empty for nearly two years, until it was leased from 
1835 by Mrs Eliza Purvis, widow of Admiral John Purvis. She subsequently 
bought it and spent the rest of her life there …. in some style, for the 1851 
census recorded her, then 81, with a living-in staff of seven – butler, footman and 
five female servants. 
    On her death in 1858, the house passed to her daughter Eliza, wife of Captain 
Richard Beaumont Burnaby. Twenty years later, she bequeathed the property 
jointly to her three sons – Alexander Dickson Burnaby, Richard Briones Burnaby 
and Eustace Beaumont Burnaby – and her daughter Eularia Elizabeth Burnaby. 
    The menfolk all pursued army careers, respectively attaining the ranks of 
Major, Colonel and Major General. The last of them having died in 1916, the 
surviving Miss Burnaby found it necessary to sell the old family home early in 
1918 – to the well known Southampton public figure and estate agent, William 
Burrough Hill. 
    The price of £1,050 probably represented about half what the house had cost 
to build 85 years previously. 
    Burrough Hill briefly used it as auction rooms and stores, before selling it in 
1920 to Brown Bros Ltd, a London-based firm of motor car and cycle factors, who 
used it as offices. The purchase price of £3,000 then reflected post-war inflation 
as well as revival in the property market. 
    In 1933 the building was acquired by the Southampton builders Brazier & Son 
Ltd, in connection with the building of a new depot for Brown Bros in Marsh Lane. 
    Braziers renamed it Avondale House, taking the name of the Victorian villa in 
Portswood Road which had become a Brazier family home in 1896 and played 
an important role in the firm’s development, as the base for its stores and works 
and as offices from 1940, after being bombed out from Above Bar, until 1967, 
when the seven-generation family business moved to new premises at Millbrook. 
    Avondale House was let as offices, eg to Swan National Car Rentals (1956-92) 
and the Southern Regional Examinations Board (1974-89). Renovated, extended 
and internally adapted in the 1990s, the building was sold to new owners and 
now accommodates a bar-restaurant. 
    Incidentally, Avondale House, with its impressive corner frontage and portico 
entrance, was glimpsed, even if not recognised, by millions on television, for it 
was used in 1989 as the setting for parts of the BBC1 four-part thriller “Chains”. 
    Pevsner and Lloyd (Buildings of England: Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 
page 560) describe Carlton Crescent as “composed in the main of broad three-
bay three-storey stuccoed detached houses, mostly sufficiently close to each 
other for the street, except in a few places, to appear as a piece of unified 
townscape….” 
    The authors go on to write: “The houses generally give an effect of austere 
elegance and economy of detail, in a manner that might, perhaps, be more 
appropriate to a medium such as granite than stucco. Did the anonymous 
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designers of these and similar houses come from somewhere like Plymouth or 
Aberdeen?” 
    The answer must be in the negative. Research in old rate books, directories, 
deeds and other documents preserved in Southampton City Archives has yielded 
enough facts to establish when and by whom Carlton Crescent was conceived, 
laid out and built up, identifying the prime movers in its creation, along with that of 
Rockstone Place, its more modest complement. 
 
Edward and Samuel Toomer 
    They were the businessman Edward Toomer (1764-1852) and his architect 
son Samuel Toomer (1801-42). 
    Edward Toomer, born at Newbury, came from a Berkshire family of some 
substance. His marriage at Abingdon in 1790 to Hannah Fletcher was blessed 
with two sons and eight daughters. Their father was evidently enterprising and 
ambitious, wanting to provide well for his family. 
    He sought a wider sphere of activity, moving by 1800 to Southampton, where 
he prospered in his ironmongery business, with his shop in a prime position at 
130 High Street, opposite Holy Rood church. 
    Within a few years he was able to diversify into banking, in partnership with 
Cornelius Trim. From 1812, Trim and Toomer’s Bank several times made loans 
to the Corporation, with which Edward Toomer was later more directly involved. 
In 1835 he became a member of the newly reformed Borough Council, elected as 
a Conservative councillor for All Saints ward: six years later he was made an 
alderman, serving until his death in 1852. 
    Between 1801 and 1851 the population of Southampton rose from under 8,000 
to over 34,000 – small in comparison to today but representing an unusually 
rapid rate of growth, particularly in the years 1820-40, when a buoyant “service 
economy” uplifted the town ahead of the advent of railway and docks. 
    Numerically, its main expansion was eastwards, in the St Mary’s area, where 
many streets of small houses were quickly erected, but the prevailing “spirit of 
improvement and extension” was most noticeably applied northwards, along and 
beside Above Bar and London Road. 
    The houses built there in the early decades of the 19th century were mostly of 
a character then described as “genteel … respectable … suited for persons in the 
middle and upper classes of life.” 
    Such residences were, of necessity, complemented by “houses on an inferior 
scale”, such as those in and to the east of Bedford Place/Terrace, rapidly built in 
the 1820s. 
    It was on land adjoining this area that in the same decade Southampton was 
given its most impressive and fashionable Regency-style development, in Carlton 
Crescent. 
    Edward Toomer must have had thoughts of such a project before 1819, when 
he leased one and three quarter acres of land immediately north of what was 
then the Royal Military Asylum – occupying the former “horse barracks”, to be 
taken over by the Ordnance Survey in 1841. 
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    In 1823 Toomer bought this land, for £315, from the assignees of John 
Antram, a local “butcher, dealer and chapman” who had become bankrupt in 
1816 – as a result of mortgaging in 1809 the lands he had earlier inherited from 
his uncle of the same name and occupation. 
    These included the grazing fields, formerly part of old Bannisters Farm, still 
known by their medieval names of Great and Little Mongers. 
    Also in 1823 Toomer bought another two acres of Antram’s land, part of Great 
Mongers. The price of £858 covered acquisition of the “farm house, ox-stalls and 
other outbuildings” – which Toomer was soon to demolish. 
    The Little Mongers plot represented the eastern half of the future Rockstone 
Place; the “parcel of Great Mongers” comprised the north-eastern part of Carlton 
Crescent – the houses now numbered 1-8. 
    The land opposite had already been sold to the Southampton auctioneer 
James Linden, who split it into building plots. He must have worked in 
conjunction with Toomer because some of them fronted the crescent to be laid 
out on the latter’s land, while in 1825 Toomer bought from Linden two house 
plots to the south of the future Clarence House. 
    Meanwhile, in 1819, Antram’s assignees had sold a 3 acre “parcel of a field 
called Little Mongers” for £475 to John Curtis, a prosperous grocer. He soon had 
two houses built on its Bedford Terrace/Place frontage – Bedford Cottage and 
Wilton Lodge, which happily survive – but did not further develop his land, for in 
November 1824 he sold the whole property to Edward Toomer. 
    This provided the sites for the western section of Rockstone Place and both 
sides of the north-western part of Carlton Crescent (today’s numbers 9-22), thus 
completing the land assembly for the Toomer project. 
    Now much admired for its elegance and symmetry, Carlton Crescent displays 
considerable subtlety of layout, with a variety of buildings (almost all three 
storeys and basement) well proportioned and arranged, combining elements of 
individual design and overall unity of scale and harmony. They embrace both 
terraced groupings and detached houses linked by single storey pavement walls 
that originally included entrances to their coach houses. 
    Although built over a period of some 15 years, Carlton Crescent must initially 
have been conceived as a whole, most probably by Samuel Toomer. 
    In the 1820s he was listed as both architect and ironmonger – helping his 
father at 130 High Street, like his brother Joseph who continued that business – 
but in the 1830s Southampton directories noted him only as an architect or 
architect and surveyor. These were then more or less self-taught professions, 
usually acquired by some form of apprenticeship. Samuel Toomer may have 
served a period of pupilage with one of the several architects established in 
Southampton to serve the expanding town. 
    Either side of 1840, before his untimely death, Samuel Toomer lived 
successively at Bedford Cottage and Wilton Cottage (later styled Lodge). The 
1841 census recorded him at Bedford Cottage; the only other person in that 
house on census night was 35 years old Susan James, presumably his 
housekeeper. 
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    Samuel Toomer died suddenly, unmarried and intestate, on a date variously 
given as December 14/15/19 in contemporary 1842 newspapers. The Hampshire 
Advertiser simply recorded his death at Wilton Lodge. The Hampshire 
Independent described him in its Southampton columns as “architect of that 
town.” Neither paper accorded him an obituary notice which might have indicated 
some other houses for which Toomer may have been responsible, beyond those 
in the Carlton Crescent/Rockstone Place/Bedford Place area. 
    He is, however, known to have been the architect for Portland Baptist Chapel, 
opened in 1840. On 24 January 1843 Edward Toomer announced that he had 
made arrangements for the business lately carried on by his son to be continued 
by Charles M Doswell – the eldest son of the distinguished surveyor and civil 
engineer John Doswell Doswell. 
    Of the attractive yellow brick pair gracing Bedford Place, Bedford Cottage 
(1820) now has its frontage obscured by shop fronts but Wilton Lodge (1823) 
remains unspoilt: its classical Doric portico and assertively large semi-circular 
bay windows give the impression of a young architect’s extravaganza. 
    In 1831 Toomer must have taken great pleasure in enhancing the grouping by 
adding the delicately proportioned stucco features of Carlton Lodge around the 
corner in Carlton Crescent – “arguably the best small house in Southampton” 
according to the late John Arlott (perceptive in matters of architecture as well as 
cricket and wine), who rated the distinctive trio “as elegant a piece of architecture 
as one might find anywhere in Hampshire” (article in Hampshire: the county 
magazine, February 1973). 
    One can now only speculate as to other Toomer-designed houses in and 
around Bedford Place and elsewhere in Southampton but his direct responsibility 
for Rockstone Place is well documented and while some of the houses in Carlton 
Crescent may have derived from pattern books rather than his individual designs 
for clients, Samuel Toomer must be accorded major credit for sensitively 
implementing his father’s successful property speculation. 
    First mention of its progress was made in the Hampshire Chronicle of 
November 21, 1825, reviewing that year’s extensive “improvements” – “Carlton 
Crescent has this season made its appearance and contains 8 handsomely built 
residences; being detached, these will, when finished, form by far the 
handsomest line of houses in Southampton.” 
    It first featured in the rating list of October 1826, which recorded the house 
occupied by R D Pritchard Esq. By the following January four houses were taken, 
including the largest, styled Rockstone House (no. 8), which boasted a double 
coach house and stables, while its sizeable garden was complemented by a 
separate “pleasure ground” on the opposite side of the road (figure 2). 
    This property was owned by a well-to-do clergyman, Rev John Methuen, who 
lived there himself for some years before leasing it to Sir Henry Onslow. 
    Nearby, John Clerk Esq occupied “the sixth house on the newly formed line of 
houses called Carlton Crescent” – “a capital messuage with coach house and 
stables” built for him by Henry Buchan at a total cost of £2,900. 
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    Closely involved with the Toomers were John and Benjamin Oakley, cabinet 
makers turned building contractors, who erected many of the houses in Carlton 
Crescent and Rockstone Place. 
 

Figure 2  Rockstone House, 8 Carlton Crescent, now styled Ambassador House – once the home 
of the exiled Argentine dictator General Rosas, later a girls’ school, private nursing home and 

then offices from the early 1900s (photograph by Wendy Stott) 
 
In 1830 Edward Toomer sold to them for £1,300 the plots on which they built 
Carlton Lodge and the adjoining terrace of six houses now numbered 17-22, 
nicely set back from the road behind a “plantation” – which later provided useful 
off-street parking space. 
    The Oakleys sold one of their newly built houses (no. 19) for £1,400 to John 
Owen; he and his wife ran it as a high class “lodging house”. It continued as such 
while the Crescent became less fashionable, changing hands in 1897 for £1,200 
and again in 1918 for only £675. In 1954 it was acquired as offices by the 
architect Bernard H Dale. 
    As building had progressed in Carlton Crescent, its ten houses occupied by 
mid-1829 rose to 17 in 1831 and 22 the next year, with another 8 newly built and 
awaiting takers. 
    Much of the building being speculative, houses often stood empty for some 
time before finding purchasers; alternatively, they were let on short tenancies or 
run as furnished apartments. 
    Rate book entries of the later 1830s show that of the 30 houses, 12 were 
owner-occupied. These were mostly the larger ones, catering for the “carriage 
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classes”, including Admirals Sir John Gifford and Charles Tinling and Captains 
Charles DuCane and James Anderson. Of the other 18 houses, half were leased 
out and the others were lodging houses. 
    The Crescent was completed in the early 1840s by the building of Rockstone 
Terrace, a group of six houses, on Mr Methuen’s former ”pleasure ground.” 
 
Rockstone Place 
    Meanwhile, Edward Toomer had in 1831 secured from the Corporation a right 
of way over the strip of common land adjoining the Avenue, to give a connection 
to it for the new road that was to be called Rockstone Place. His son Samuel 
organised its layout to create a Regency-style development pleasantly secluded 
off the grander Carlton Crescent and rated “genteel” rather than “fashionable.” 
    It gives the appearance of an almost straight continuous terrace but actually 
comprises four groups of three houses each, successively completed in 1833-35-
38-41. Later two storey extensions at the sides of numbers 7 and 9 were 
sensitively effected in 1881 and likewise a similar addition to no. 3 in 1886. 
    The area left vacant on the north-east side of Rockstone Place was 
subsequently filled by two late Victorian red brick houses erected in 1895, 
following the building of St Edmund’s Roman Catholic church and presbytery. 
    Opposite them, back in 1840, Samuel Toomer had turned aside from the 
Regency style to produce one of his last projects, a substantial square yellow 
brick house of three storeys and basement, abutting the Avenue. 
    Styled Avenue House, this was seemingly spec-built. First appearing in the 
rate book in January 1841, as then vacant, it was leased that March by Thomas 
Leader Harman, the enterprising young proprietor of the local Liberal weekly, the 
Hampshire Independent. His manifold activities and involvements are the subject 
of a comprehensive and deeply researched article by Richard Preston published 
in The Journal of the Southampton Local History Forum, no. 16, Winter 2010. 
    After Harman left Avenue House in September 1842 it remained unlet until the 
summer of 1845, when it was taken by Mrs Eleanor Ward, an 80-year-old widow, 
and her unmarried daughter, both described by the 1851 census taker as 
“funded”; their income enabled them to keep five resident servants. From 1858 
they were followed by tenants with more modest households, until in 1865 the 
house was taken over – initially rented, later purchased – by the Ordnance 
Survey. An English Heritage plaque records its occupation by the Director 
General, Lt-Gen Sir Henry James. 
    Following the removal of the Ordnance Survey to Maybush in 1969, what is 
now styled “The Director General’s House” was later renovated and adapted, 
with extension, to serve from 1986 as prestige offices. 
    There was insufficient depth in the Toomer plot to allow suitably sized 
Regency-style houses to be built along the south side of Rockstone Place. This 
area was therefore laid out as a garden amenity for residents. To preserve it from 
possible future in-filling with smaller dwellings, in 1878 the three surviving 
Toomer sisters offered the land to the Borough Council, which accepted it by 
formal conveyance the following January, “to be kept as an open space for ever.” 
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    Neglected during the war, from the 1940s it served as a car park (the 
Rockstone Place houses did not have garages) until pressure from amenity 
societies prompted the Council to reinstate it in 1991 – as recorded on the plaque 
now identifying “Rockstone Place Park (Little Mongers)”. 
    Opposite it, no. 5 carries a pre-war stone tablet stating “In this house lived the 
Hero of Khartoum, General Charles George Gordon (Chinese Gordon)  B. 1883 
D. 1885.” 
    His home during the brief intervals between his service overseas was where 
his parents had lived from 1857 with their eldest daughter Mary Augusta – for 
whom her brother bought the house in 1874. Following her death in 1893 the 
house passed to her widowed sister Helen, who died in 1919, after which it was 
sold for use as offices. 
    In 1968 it was purchased by LSU College – appropriately to accommodate its 
History department. The block numbered 10-12, rebuilt after bomb damage, was 
occupied by the Art department. Altogether, 8 of the original 12 houses in 
Rockstone Place were acquired by the Sisters of La Sainte Union before and 
after the war, to complement the schools and College they developed on the site 
of Archers Lodge, bought in 1880. 
    Most are now back in residential or office use, following the absorption of the 
College in 1997 into the University of Southampton, which in 2007 sold its site 
and buildings for housing redevelopment … not affecting Rockstone Place, 
whose “listed” buildings preserve their integrity dating from the 1830s. 
 
The Changing Scene 
    The most notorious resident of Carlton Crescent was the exiled Argentine 
dictator, General Juan Manuel de Rosas, who rented Rockstone House from 
1852 until moving in 1865 to Burgess Street Farm, where he remained until his 
death in 1877. 
    Rockstone House was afterwards used as a girls boarding school and a 
private nursing home, then from the early 1900s as Ordnance Survey and other 
offices. 
    In 1994 the City Council affixed a plaque to what was now styled Ambassador 
House. This did not relate to General Rosas but stated “This house was the 
birthplace of EMILY DAVIES, born 23rd April 1830, died 13th July 1921. 
Campaigner for Women’s Education and Suffragette, Founder of Girton College, 
Cambridge.” 
    She certainly merits commemoration, albeit her Southampton connection 
comprised only a few months as a babe in arms. Her father, Rev John Davies 
(1795-1861) was an Anglican clergyman, vicar of St Pancras, Chichester, where, 
with his wife Mary, he started a boys boarding school in his vicarage. In 1828 he 
moved this school to Southampton, presumably relying on his income from it, 
since he does not seem to have held any benefice in this town. 
    Mr Davies was first listed in July 1828 as occupying a house in Carlton 
Crescent; he vacated it before the end of 1830, moving back to Chichester. In 
1840 he secured the living of Gateshead, which he held for the rest of his life. 
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After his death, his daughter Emily moved to London, prominently identifying 
herself with the progressive women’s movements of the time. 
    My research into the sequence of entries in the rate books established that the 
house where she was born was not in fact no. 8 but the one now numbered 6 – 
as detailed in an article in Hampshire: the county magazine, August 1994. This 
eventually led to the removal of the City Council plaque from No. 8 and its 
replacement in 2004 by an English Heritage plaque, correctly placed on no. 6, 
succinctly stating “EMILY DAVIES, 1830-1921, Campaigner for Women’s 
Education, was born here.” 
    Across the road, a plaque erected over the doorway of no. 21 during the 
Southampton meeting of the British Association in 1925 records that “In this 
house from 1861 to 1881 lived Colonel A R Clarke, CB, FRS, who determined 
the figure of the earth.” 
 

Figure 3  Carlton Crescent in the 1970s. On the right is the post-war office block Alleyn House in 
its original form, before its glass and panel frontage was improved by yellow brick cladding. At the 
left are some of the detached houses built in 1825-27 (photograph by Wendy Stott) 

 
Alexander Ross Clarke (1828-1914) had passed out top of his year at Woolwich 
and joined the Royal Engineers; a posting to the Ordnance Survey gave full 
scope for his mathematical talents. He organised publication of masses of survey 
data, including an international project to calculate the exact dimensions of the 
earth, and wrote a standard book on geodesy. He was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society in 1862 and honoured by other learned societies. 
    The Crescent was still favoured by retired army and naval officers but less in 
evidence were the “carriage folk” of earlier decades, in whose households 
servants had usually out-numbered family. Lady De Vere seems to have been 
the last titled resident around 1890. Towards the end of the century, the Crescent 
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was increasingly occupied by professional people and those who had prospered 
in business, rather than “persons of independent means.” 
    From 1900, five or more medical men were established there, including Dr J F 
Bullar, founder of the Eye Hospital, who lived at no. 7 for over twenty years. 
Several houses were occupied by “professors” of music and dancing or ladies 
running small private schools, as well as by St Anne’s Convent School. No. 9 
was the family home of George S Hallum from 1894 to 1947, continuing until 
1980 as the premises of the building firm he started.  
    Between the wars, the medical presence in Carlton Crescent dwindled away 
but at least half a dozen houses still provided board residence or apartments. 
Others were used as staff hostels of Plummer-Roddis and Tyrell & Green and by 
the Church Army, Girls Friendly Society and “Darnells Hostel for Educated 
Women Workers.” 
    The longest-lasting private residence was probably Carlton Lodge, which Miss 
Archer inherited from her father in 1895; she remained there, with her companion 
Miss Axtell, for nearly half a century, maintaining the rituals of genteel living – 
without benefit of electricity, which she refused to admit to the house. 
    More houses were taken over by a variety of institutions, as diverse as friendly 
societies, Liberal Association, Temperance Institute, Theosophical Society, 
British Legion, Borough Engineer’s and other social clubs. 
    The heating and ventilating engineers Adams & Adams had their offices at 4 
Carlton Crescent in the 1920s. The distinguished architect Herbert Collins bought 
no. 32 for his offices in 1935 and other architects also established themselves in 
the Crescent. 
     Wartime destruction of city centre premises led more businesses and 
organisations to move into offices in Carlton Crescent (figure 3).                                                       
The change-over to office use continued in post-war years, starkly highlighted by 
the appearance of an intrusive new block on the site of bomb-destroyed  
Rockstone Terrace. The original harsh outline of Alleyn House was later softened 
by a yellow brick cladding. Much more sympathetic to its Regency location was 
the 1961 extension to St Anne’s Convent School, for which architects Sheppard, 
Robson & Partners received a Civic Trust award (figure 4). 
    Doctors Burnett and others kept their surgery at no. 5 for over thirty years into 
the 1970s and the Constitutional and Conservative Club occupied no. 20 for 
nearly fifty years but almost all the other buildings in Carlton Crescent became 
offices – accommodating solicitors, accountants, technical and financial advisers 
and consultants, property managers and developers, surveyors, insurance 
brokers etc. 
    For this specialised concentration of occupiers, Carlton Crescent provides a 
prestige address in an attractively located centre of professional activities. An 
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Figure 4  St Anne’s Convent School buildings on the corner with Rockstone Place. Its 1961 
extension nicely harmonises with its Regency-style neighbours (photograph by Wendy Stott) 

 
outstanding feature of the Southampton townscape has thus been given a new 
lease of life, likely to continue for many decades. Generally well maintained and 
sensitively modernised with full respect for their exterior, the “listed” buildings of 
Carlton Crescent are now more highly esteemed than at any time in their long 
history. 
    Edward and Samuel Toomer would be pleased to see how they have 
endured… (figure 5).  
 
Postscript 
    This article is a revised and extended version of the one originally published in 
Hampshire: the county magazine, May 1994, pp 51-54, which was itself an 
expansion of the shorter accounts of Carlton Crescent/Rockstone Place/Avenue 
House previously contributed to the booklet Southampton’s historic buildings 
published by the City of Southampton Society in 1981. Edited by the late R J 
Coles, former City Planning Officer, who provided expert architectural drawings 
and maps, this booklet brought together research contributions from members of 
a University/WEA class which he conducted. 
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Figure 5  Rockstone Place – a view towards The Avenue from the garden area laid out in 1991 on 
land given to the Council in 1878 “to be kept as an open space for ever” 

 
    Other relevant articles in Hampshire magazine are 
        Early days of Avenue House (July 1979) 
        Archers Lodge (November 1979) 
        75 years of La Sainte Union College (March 1980) 
        Exiled Argentine dictator, General Rosas (July 1982) 
        Emily Davies (August 1994) 
    For all the foregoing articles, the writer gratefully acknowledges the use of 
research facilities provided at the Southampton City Archives and the Local 
Studies Collection of Southampton City Library, both for their invaluable contents 
and the professional assistance readily given by members of staff. Thanks are 
also given to Richard Preston for his help. 
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Vicky Green and Richard Preston 
 
‘The lions are coming’: an incident in the Marlands in 1864 
 
Reproduced overleaf from a volume of drawings in the Local Studies Library, 
Southampton Central Library is a pen and ink drawing captioned Terrific 
encounter with a lion in a Gentleman’s house at Southampton. It is undated, but 
almost certainly relates to the escape of a lioness from Edmonds’s (later 
Wombwell’s) Royal Windsor Castle and Crystal Palace Menagerie on Saturday, 
13 August 1864. The wild-beast show had been entertaining huge crowds at the 
Rifle Corps drill ground on West Marlands since 30 July. Concerns had been 
expressed before the Marsh Improvement Committee of Southampton 
Corporation on the day of opening. They had been overruled: ‘The Committee 
are of the opinion that the situation would not be a nuisance to the inhabitants, 
but on the contrary would give pleasure and satisfaction to nearly all the town.’ 
Events on the last evening of the show, when crowds were exceptionally large, 
show how premature this was. Well-rehearsed preliminaries for the lion hunt, 
held every alternate hour, went wrong. The fullest description of the subsequent 
events is given the Hampshire Independent, 17 August 1864. It is reproduced 
verbatim: the sex of the escapee is wrongly given throughout. 
 
“TWO LIONS AT LARGE – EXCITING SCENE.    Between seven and eight 
o’clock on Saturday evening, an amusing and at the same time exciting scene 
occurred in West Marlands, which we think is almost without parallel in the 
history of our town. It appears that, through what must have been gross 
carelessness on the part of those whose duty it was to prevent such an 
occurrence, two of the performing lions in Edmonds’s menagerie, which had 
been exhibiting on the parade ground for the past week or two, escaped from 
their den, and the visitors there suddenly found themselves face to face, without 
protection of bars and bolts, with two animals whose room under the 
circumstances they doubtless considered better than their company. The 
menagerie soon became a scene of wild terror, which may be better imagined 
than described, but it subsided after a short time, when it was found that one of 
the fugitives had been captured and returned to its proper quarters.  
    The other, however, more agile than his brother, and doubtless wishing to 
taste the sweets of long wished for liberty, made a bound beneath one of the 
wagons, and in a short space of time was in full cry across the parade ground. As 
terror had existed inside, so the crowd outside who were listening to the strains of 
the fine band connected with the establishment immediately became terrified and 
flew in all directions as fast as legs could carry them out of the sight of the 
wandering beast, which was left so to speak, to be absolute monarch of all he 
surveyed. Go which way he would he everywhere found a free course, and after 
taking a march across the parade ground, he returned, and despite the 
allurements held out to him to come back, he made way to Winsor-terrace. From 
thence he took a turn to the left towards Havelock-terrace, and passed several of  
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the houses there until he arrived at No 5, where finding the gate open, he at once 
made his entry. 
    Capt. Sterling [Captain Spencer Sterling, R.N.], the occupant, had been 
reading at the front window, and seeing the lion careering about he at first 
thought it was a large wolf dog belonging to the menagerie, but soon saw it was 
one of the lions, and gave directions for the door to be kept closed, little 
imagining he was in such close proximity to the dangerous creature. The servant 
went to carry out her master’s directions, when to her utter astonishment she 
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found the lion in the passage where it had been shut by the people outside. The 
door it appeared had been, to use a common expression, on the latch, and the 
lion while making himself comfortable on the door step, had pushed it open, and 
sans ceremonie entered the house. The servant affrighted flew to the kitchen at 
the opposite end of the passage and shut herself in, while Capt. Sterling and the 
other inmates of the house took refuge in the upstairs front room.  
    Some of the keepers then entered the house through the lower front room 
window, and endeavoured to secure the unwelcome intruder, but were for a 
considerable time unsuccessful. The roaring of the lion all this time is described 
as being something fearful and it is said was so loud as to awaken a response in 
the breasts of some of his captive brethren in the menagerie some distance off. A 
tremendous tussle between the animal and the keepers ensued in the passage, 
to which Capt. Sterling and his family were unwilling listeners, and they were 
frequently asked by the crowd outside what they were doing with the lion, but 
were of course unable to give them any information upon that point. At last 
however a “shifting den” was brought from the menagerie and put into the house 
through the window, and the lion was then forced close up to the front door. 
While there he flew fiercely at one of the keepers, who immediately felled him as 
he would a bullock, with an iron bar he had in his hand. The poor creature was 
completely stunned, and was consequently compelled to succumb to his 
pursuers. His legs were secured with ropes, and he was then placed in the huge 
mousetrap and triumphantly carried back to his old quarters. The captain and his 
family were as may be supposed more pleased to get rid of their visitor than they 
were to receive him.  
    The passage shows evidence of the severity of the struggle there, the paper in 
many places being torn off, and the marks of the lion’s talons being plainly 
visible. There are also marks of blood on the floor and mats, but beyond this and 
the breaking of a paraffin lamp, and consequent spilling of the oil, it is satisfactory 
to state that this strange adventure terminated without any other damage. It 
however strongly calls for increased vigilance on the part of those connected with 
the menagerie.” 
 
More serious consequences were averted by the quick thinking of a keeper who 
prevented the escapee from heading down Upper Portland Terrace. This kept the 
heart of the town free from panic. 
 
 
The original drawing is in Southampton, Netley and Winchester, volume 2, folio 
146. It can also be seen on Portcities Southampton: no. 821. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               48 



                          Southampton Local History Forum Journal 

                                                                                  
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               49 


	Southampton Local History Forum
	Southampton


