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Richard Preston 

  

A Precarious Business: the Skelton family of stationers, printers, publishers, booksellers and 

circulating library owners in Southampton and Havant, c.1781- c.1865 

  

The Skeltons were one of a triptych of families who helped to promote Southampton as a cultural 

centre in the latter days of the spa period. The rival families of the Bakers and Fletchers - also 

stationers, printers, publishers, booksellers and owners of circulating libraries - were Liberal in 

politics and Congregationalist in religion. The Skeltons in contrast were Tory in politics and 

Anglican in religion. The business lineage of the Southampton Skeltons can be traced from 

Thomas Skelton (c.1757-1816) through his widow Elizabeth (?1768-1841), daughters Mary 

Mabella (1783-1859) and Elizabeth (born 1785), sons William (1787-1828) and Thomas Henry 

(1800-56), daughter-in-law Elizabeth (died 1846) to his grandson Augustus Henry (1832-1904). 

A closely related line in Havant embraces the brothers Henry (1787-1824) and Isaac (1800-61) 

Skelton.  

  The two branches of the family have a common ancestor in the Reverend Isaac Skelton (1707-

73), vicar of South and North Hayling - although refraining from duties at the latter on the 

grounds that it was a chapel of ease - between 1745 and 1773. Technically non-resident, Isaac 

lived in Havant where he ran a private grammar school. His daughter Bridget married the                 

Reverend Isaac Hodgon, curate of Havant and Bedhampton, in September 1763. Isaac Skelton 

died with no living sons. His nearest male heir was Thomas Skelton. Much of Thomas's wealth 

came from his grandfather's will, proven in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 21 October 

1769 (copy in Hampshire Archives and Local Studies 102M86/98). This left the sizeable 

freehold estate of Leigh Meads in the parish of Havant to his then unmarried daughter, 

Mabella, for the term of her life. In November 1782, aged 45 and now living in Winchester, she 

married Samuel Fennell, a widower five years her senior, silversmith, brazier, auctioneer of 

Andover and a member of Andover Corporation. By the terms of Isaac's will, the property was to 

devolve to his grandson Thomas on Mabella's death. However, it is clear that Thomas had  

partial control of the property during her lifetime for he arranged mortgages to the London and 

Middlesex Bank in November 1801 (HALS 102M86/99) and in May 1808 to the Reverend 

George Whittaker (HALS 102M86/103), headmaster of the Free Grammar School in 

Southampton, fellow member of St Lawrence's congregation and several of whose numerous 

educational works were printed and published by Thomas Skelton. In September 1812, this 

control became complete as Mabella, now a widow, surrendered her life interest in the estate to 

Thomas for an annuity of £44 during her natural life. She died in Andover in 1817. Thomas 

remortgaged the estate for £950 to the Southampton bankers Clement Hilgrave and George 

Atherley in March 1816 (HALS 102M86/106). 

  Thomas Skelton moved to Southampton in the late 1770s or early 1780s. Apprenticed as a 

stationer to Thomas Baker (Exeter working papers in British book trade history: online) he 

served out his time as a journeyman in the employ of Thomas Ford. Skelton set up his first shop, 

in the High Street adjoining the Star Inn, in August 1781. This was in partnership with William 

Mills, a bookseller since 1779 and also a former journeyman of Ford (Hampshire Chronicle, 27 

August 1781; John Oldfield, Printers, booksellers and libraries in Hampshire, 1750-

1800, 1993). It was a prescient beginning to the mercurial world in which the Skelton family 

spent the next seventy years. Thomas Ford had succeeded to the stationery and bookselling 

business of John Wise in February 1779 on the latter's bankruptcy (Hampshire Chronicle, 8 
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February 1779). Ford himself sought refuge in bankruptcy less than three years later (London 

Gazette, 4 August 1781): his entire stock and his copyright in the Southampton guide was 

auctioned on 30 October 1781. Skelton and Mills originally traded as booksellers, stationers and 

binders. They immediately acquired the Southampton agency for the Hampshire 

Chronicle, formerly printed in the town but now printed by John Wilkes in Winchester. It was an 

important commission, especially as any of the books or medicines advertised in the paper could 

be purchased through them. The partnership also acted, from its beginning, as sub-agents to the 

Royal Exchange Fire Office, responsible for insuring houses and buildings, household furniture, 

wearing apparel, stock in trade and standing arable crops. In 1782/3 the business was insured at 

Royal Exchange for £400. The partnership was formally dissolved on 21 May 1784, although 

they had ceased joint trading the previous July. The break-up was by mutual consent.  

  Thomas Skelton continued as sole trader until his death in March 1816. He retained the 

lucrative agencies for the Hampshire Chronicle and the Royal Exchange Assurance. By 1786/7 

his business insurance at the Royal Exchange had risen to £1350. In February 1790 he was 

promoted agent and receiver in Southampton and neighbourhood for assuring losses caused by 

fire. Skelton profitted from the lottery mania, holding agencies for Hornby and Co, Hazard, 

Burne and Co and the Irish State Lottery. He discounted tickets by charging London rather than 

provincial prices. In 1803 one of his tickets won £10,000. Patent medicines, equally a lottery for 

those who bought them, were a stock item, aimed, inter alia, at "those afflicted with venereal 

disease", "autumnal complaints" and more mundanely "sprains and bruises". A circulating 

library had been added to his empire by 1790. He published a new edition of the Southampton 

guide in 1784, printed by Linden and Cunningham as Skelton was not yet a  printer. He was 

licenced under the Seditious Societies Act, 1799 for two printing presses, double that of his 

Southampton rivals (who were each licenced for one press) and on a par with the influential 

Winchester printer James Robbins. He printed and published his first Southampton poll book in 

1794: books that reveal Skelton a consistent Tory voter. His extensive list of publications 

include The complete family bible by the Reverend Mr Ostervald of Neufchatel in Switzerland, 

advertised in 1797 to be completed in 110 weekly numbers. He published a novel - The Rebel - 

in 1799. Two much-prized government offices fell to Skelton, possibly in consideration of his 

Tory politics. He was appointed sub-distributor of stamps for Southampton in 1794, responsible 

for the collection of stamp duties on many legal documents and impositions: appraisements, 

inland bills, foreign bills of exchange, bills of sale or conveyance, bonds, indentures, legacies, 

leases, licences, life and fire policies, post-horse duty, probate, receipts and share transfers. 

Although an office of the Crown, Skelton was appointed by and responsible to the district 

distributor in Winchester. By 1811 Skelton was also inspector of corn returns for Southampton. 

This entailed the production each week of average grain prices for the port, an essential element 

of the Corn Laws designed to protect farmers from the importation of cheap foreign wheat. The 

appointment lay with local magistrates and was restricted to those not in the grain trade.  

  Thomas Skelton had seven children. Five came from his first marriage, at St Mary's Church in 

Southampton on 13 September 1782, to Mary Cartwright: 

  Mary Mabella  Baptized Holy Rood, 22 September 1783   Confirmed St Lawrence, 1797 

  Elizabeth          Baptized Holy Rood, 21 May 1785             Confirmed St Lawrence, 1802  

  William            Baptized St Lawrence, 24 March 1787       Confirmed St Lawrence, 1802 

  John                  Baptized St Lawrence, 9 August 1789        Buried 6 July 1791 

  Harriet              Baptized ?                                                    Buried St Lawrence, 19 August 1788 
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Mary Skelton died, aged 45 years, in St Mary's parish on 16 April 1797. She was buried three 

days later in St Lawrence's Church. The Hampshire Chronicle, 22 April 1797 mourned "an 

amiable wife, an affectionate parent, and a sincere friend". A widower for just three months, 

Thomas married Elizabeth Batt, by licence, at St Mary's Church, Portsea on 21 July 1797. He 

was 40 years of age, his new wife twelve years younger. Then living in Kingston (Portsmouth), 

Elizabeth had been baptized at St Faith's Church, Havant on 4 December 1768. Two children 

were born to this second marriage: 

    Thomas Henry    Baptized St Lawrence, 29 April 1800 

    Ellen Anne          Baptized St Lawrence, 8  January 1810 

Thomas was churchwarden of St Lawrence in 1799, 1800 and 1801. 

  The marriage of Elizabeth Batt to Thomas Skelton links us to the Havant branch of the 

Skeltons. Elizabeth was sister-in-law to William Skelton, master of Havant grammar school, a 

grandson (with Thomas) of the Reverend Isaac Fletcher and next-in-line to succeed to the family 

estates in Leigh should Thomas die heirless. William had married her sister Mary (after the early 

death of his first wife Sarah nee Binstead) on 25 December 1786 at St Faith's Church, 

Havant (Elizabeth was a witness). Mary already had seven children when she became Thomas's 

sister-in-law in 1797. William's death in March 1803 - less than a month after the birth of their 

youngest child - left his family with an uncertain future. He died intestate. Administration was 

granted on 18 April to Mary, his widow, and Thomas, either brother and brother-in-law or cousin 

and brother-in-law. A reference in October 1807 to "Mrs Skelton's Circulating Library" in 

Havant suggests that Thomas had established his sister-in-law, now with ten children under the 

age of sixteen - and six under the age of ten - to maintain, in the family business. Mary later 

moved to West Street in Fareham where, in the 1851 census aged 90 years, she is described as 

"formerly stationer". The business passed to her eldest son Henry Skelton (baptized Henry Burch 

Skelton at St Faith's, 28 December 1787). He was granted a licence under the Seditious Societies 

Act to operate a printing press in Havant on 10 October 1814: later operating under the imprint 

of the Havant Press. A directory of 1823/4 shows Henry as a printer and bookseller in West 

Street, agent to the Albion Fire Office and postmaster of Havant. He became the publisher of 

choice to Sir George Thomas Staunton, Sinologist and politician, who had purchased Leigh Park 

- adjoining Leigh Meads - in 1819. These included three seminal works on British relations with 

China, where Staunton had been on the embassy staff: Miscellaneous notices relating to China 

and our commercial intercourse with that country (1822), Memoir of the life and family of the 

late Sir George Leonard Staunton, Bart (1823) and Notes of proceedings and occurrences during 

the British embassy to Peking in 1816 (1824). Skelton was also tangentially involved with the 

proposed History of Hampshire compiled by the Reverend William Bingley. Walter Butler, a 

Havant solicitor and steward to the Leigh estate, was one of Bingley's correspondents, providing 

material on south-east Hampshire. The failure of the ambitious county-wide project led Butler to 

publish his researches separately through the Havant Press: Topographical account of the 

hundred of Bomere (1817) and Topographical account of Woolmer Forest, in Hampshire (1821). 

Both Henry Skelton and Walter Butler are memorialized on a monumental urn placed by Sir 

George Staunton in the Temple in Leigh Park in 1824. They are described as "individuals of very 

estimable character ... endowed with a degree of genius which raised them considerably above 

the ordinary level of their respective professions" (Derek Gladwyn, Leigh Park: a 19th century 

pleasure ground, 1992). Henry Skelton died in Havant on 23 June 1824, aged 36 years. He was 

succeeded by his youngest brother Isaac (born 13 November 1800; baptized, three years after his 

father's death, in St Faith's Church on 20 August 1806). It was apparently a seamless transition. 
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Isaac printed the second volume of Staunton's Miscellaneous notices in 1825, followed the next 

year by A topographical and historical account of Hayling Island, Hants. He was postmaster of 

Havant until January 1827. The last work to bear the Havant imprint is A poem on Leigh Park by 

James King, published by Whittaker and Treacher and Co in London in 1829. The 1841 census 

finds Isaac, described as a printer, and his family in Tower Hamlets. In 1851, now denominated 

as a printer's compositor, he is in St Giles in the Fields. Isaac died in June 1861 in St Pancras.  

  

 
Figure 1. Lottery advertisement. Southampton Archives D/PM Box 95/16 

 

Thomas Skelton died at Springfield in Millbrook on 20 March 1816: according to the Hampshire 

Courier 25 March 1816 suddenly taken ill when returning in his chaise from his farm. "He was a 

man who had been indefatigable in business, and was highly respected for his integrity". Thomas 

was buried in St Mary's five days later, his age at death mysteriously and misleading reported in 

the parish registers as 72 years: incompatible with his given age of 40 in the 1797 marriage 

licence and the birth of a daughter in 1810. The Southampton business, at 22 High Street, was 

carried on by his widow Elizabeth Batt Skelton and his two eldest daughters by his first 

marriage: Mary Mabella and Elizabeth. They traded as E Skelton and Co, creating a prejudice 

amongst historians (even one so illustrious as A Temple Patterson, A history of Southampton 

1700-1914, volume 1, 1966, page 149) that this was 'Messrs Skelton'. The female copartnership, 

however, fits into the strong tradition of businesswomen in the first half of the nineteenth 

century, exemplified in the study of retail trades in the growing spa towns of Cheltenham and 

Bath by Diana Russell (noted in Local History News, Spring 2013, page 29). An understandable 

if anachronistic misapprehension, however, for there was nothing overtly feminine about their 

trading position. They continued as agents to Royal Exchange Assurance and as lottery agents 

(figure 1). They continued as sub-distributors of stamps, with the younger Elizabeth - 

arguably the most active of the copartners - ultimately taking over the post on her own account. 
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They continued publication of The 

Southampton guide, specifically 

acknowledging in the preface to the 1823 

printing "the various Gentlemen with whose 

assistance they have been favored in 

preparing the present Edition". The 

circulating library - containing upwards of 

30,000 volumes and heavily puffed in the 

1823 Guide- was continued, along with a 

reading room restricted as was custom to 

gentlemen only. The copartnership 

subscribed to the revived Southampton 

Races. Elizabeth and her step-daughters 

may have been politically unenfranchised, 

but they were not politically inactive. They 

continued to print poll books (in which they 

could not appear). They printed election 

publicity for Abel Rous Dottin, Tory 

candidate for the borough in 1820 (figure 

2). Above all, the Skeltons were part 

proprietors (some believed wrongly that 

they were sole proprietors), publishers and 

printers of the Southampton Herald, a pro-

Canning Tory newspaper first published on 

28 July 1823. It was the Skeltons who 

introduced John Coupland, destined to 

become arbiter of the Tory party in 

Southampton for over forty years, to the the 

town.  He came from the London printshop  
Figure 2. Election handbill for Abel Rous Dottin, 2 February  

                 1820, printed by E Skelton and Co 

 

of William Keene, publisher of the anti-radical Sunday newspaper the British Monitor, where he 

had served his apprenticship as a compositor. Originally a journeyman in the Skelton printing 

establishment, he rose to become foreman in the works and reader for the press. 

  The Skelton influence was extended a year after Thomas's death when his eldest son William 

set up as a bookseller, stationer, printer, binder and circulating library proprietor at 160 High 

Street. The earliest advertisement in the Hampshire Chronicle is dated 19 May 1817. He traded 

independently of his step-mother and elder sisters, although he was similarly active in the Tory 

cause. The relative lack of newspaper advertisements suggests that it was a smaller concern. He 

printed the first catalogue of the Southampton seedsman William Rogers in 1825. A potentially 

terminal fire on the premises in July 1823 was survived with only trivial damage. His early death 

in June 1828, aged 41 years after a "long affliction", left his widow Elizabeth (nee Etheridge, 

who he had married at Fawley on 29 January 1818) with two young children, Elizabeth, aged 8 

years, and William, aged 3 years. She had little option but to continue the business. A touching 

advertisement in the Hampshire Chronicle, 18 August 1828 appealed to the sensibilities of the 

existing clientele, earnestly soliciting "a continuation of their patronage and support, by which 
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alone she will be enabled to support herself and 

children". A pro-Tory handbill printed in 

December 1829 "To the electors of 

Southampton, as Friends of the British 

Constitution and Lovers of Liberty" suggests 

that she shared her husband's political 

sentiments. 

  Both concerns ended badly. The first and most 

spectacular collapse was that of the 

copartnership headed by Thomas's widow 

Elizabeth. The original commission of 

bankruptcy was dated 2 January 1826. John 

Coupland - who was to benefit more than most 

from the collapse - recorded "an unparallelled 

sensation in this part of the country. ... the event 

is spoken of with much regret and kind feeling" 

(Southampton Herald, 16 January 1826). The 

principal mover was Richard Davison Pritchard, 

partner with John Kellow in a Southampton 

bank which the previous month had  temporarily 

suspended payments following the stoppage of 

their London agents Sir Peter Pole and Co in the 

financial crisis then sweeping the country. 

Kellow and Pritchard were owed £1867.5s.6d, 

an obligation partly accounted for by serious 

debts inherited from Thomas Skelton and from 

the heavy expenses (more than doubled 

between July 1823 and January 1826 according 

to Coupland) of conducting the Herald. 

Overarching even this debt was the 

£2724.10s.9d owed to the distributor of stamps 

in Winchester - the banker Edward Knapp - for 

stamps sold and then in hand. It is clear that 

Elizabeth Skelton had been applying the stamp 

money to underwrite the general business. If the 

Crown were to ask for repayment of the stamp 

debt - which it could do at any time - this would 

leave nothing for the other creditors. A second 

commission of bankruptcy was issued 

against the mesdames Skelton in July 1826 by 

their principal London creditor George 

Byrom Whittaker, son of the Reverend George 

Whittaker and now one of the largest wholesale 

booksellers in the country and a major supplier  

 
     Figure 3. Bankruptcy sale for E Skelton and Co.  

          Hampshire Chronicle 10 March 1828 
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of the Skelton copartnership. Whittaker had himself recently temporarily stopped payments 

following over-speculation and the fraudulent machinations of one of his authors (Oxford 

dictionary of national biography).  

  The mesdames Skelton sought every legal avenue to salvage something out of the financial 

debacle. The London solicitor George Pritchard, acting for his brother Richard, wrote of their 

"unwarrantable falsehoods [used for] a malignant purpose" and their "gross public attack ... on 

my character and conduct". Attempting to profit from an anomaly in the bankruptcy laws, they 

persuaded their friend and financial backer Miss Jane Bowen to begin bankruptcy proceedings 

against them. According to Bowen's affidavit, "the Misses Skelton themselves came to her bed-

room and with tears and great earnestness besought her to take the steps she afterwards did take 

to make them bankrupts". A procedure characterized by George Pritchard as "fraud and concert 

among themselves, the authors of an illegal act to serve a purpose of their own and seeking the 

benefits of that illegality to annul the act and serve a new and more questionable purpose 

afterwards" (Southampton Herald, 10 July 1826). This is not the world of Jane Austen. 

Desperate situations demanded desperate measures. The public auction in August 1826 of the 

Royal Exchange assurance policy on the life of step-daughter Elizabeth raised £1000. It all came 

to naught. The entire effects "late belonging to Mrs Elizabeth Skelton and Co" were sold at 

public auction between 24 and 29 March 1828: the stock in trade and circulating library on the 

first three days, the binding materials on the fourth and the household furniture on the last two 

days (figure 3). The glittering prize of the Southampton Herald had long gone. At the first signs 

of distress, John Coupland took over as both printer and publisher, removing the whole of the 

printing materials and plant to 105 High Street (Southampton Herald, 16 January 1826). 

The Herald was rebranded as the Hampshire Advertiser in September 1827.  

 The youngest of the three Elizabeth Skeltons fared no better. She assumed the running of her 

late husband's concern at 160 High Street in August 1828. It was a doomed transition. In 

November 1830 the whole of her stock in trade, debts and property was assigned to Pewtress, 

Low and Pewtress, wholesale stationers of Gracechurch Street, London, acting as trustees for her 

creditors in both London and Southampton. An attempt two years later to re-establish the 

business at 15 High Street (next door to the Crown Inn) was similarly doomed. An advertisement 

in the Hampshire Advertiser, 16 April 1832, soliciting from her former customers "a share of 

their patronage to enable her to support herself and family", yielded nothing. 

  Deliverance from irredeemable catastrophe came in the person of Thomas Henry Skelton, 

youngest son of Thomas Skelton by his second marriage. He was set up independently as a 

bookseller, stationer, binder and printer at 180 High Street, premises near the Bargate formerly 

occupied by the draper Henry Watts, in February 1826, a mere seven weeks after the first 

commission of bankruptcy against his mother and step-sisters. He operated a gentleman's 

subscription reading room, had weekly correspondence with the Parisian booksellers and 

continued the family agency of the Southampton Herald.  More importantly he simultaneously 

acquired, in his own name, the sub-distributorship of stamps - appointed the day before a writ of 

extent was put in force to seize the bankrupts' property for the Crown. This legal stratagem 

to ring fence part of the family estate was challenged in a third commission of bankruptcy 

against the mesdames Skelton in which he was named as a copartner. A day-long trial in the 

Court of Exchequer (9 June 1827), centring on the Crown's connection with the sub-

distributorship of stamps, validated the Skeltons' position. An advertisement in the Hampshire 

Advertiser, 17 November 1827 signified that the family had survived. T H Skelton thanked his  
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Figure 4. Assembly Rooms [1830]: Henry Pether artist; T H Skelton lithographer 

 

numerous friends "for the kindness they evinced to him during the whole of his late unfortunate 

affairs, which being now fully arranged and settled, he takes this opportunity of soliciting their 

future favours, having re-stocked his shop with a good selection of articles". The inspectorate of 

corn returns was also retained. He was released from bankruptcy in November 1828. It was not, 

however, merely a reprise of times past. Marriage to Helen Pether, on 7 August 1829 at St 

Alphege's Church in Greenwich, was dynastically significant. It brought Thomas Henry into the 

family of  the "Moonlight Pethers", landscape painters of note in the late-eighteenth and early-

nineteenth centuries. Helen was the seventh child of Abraham Pether, former vice-president of 

the Society of Artists, a frequent exhibitor at the Royal Academy and its precursors the 

incorporated Society of Artists and the Free Society of Artists and cousin of William Pether, 

perhaps the most renowned mezzotint engraver of the late eighteenth century. Helen was born on 

6 March 1805 (privately baptized at St Michael's church the following month), the first of 

Abraham's children to be born in Southampton after the family had moved from Chelsea. Two 

of her brothers - Sebastian (born 1790) and Henry Pether (born 15 March 1800 and baptized in 

All Saints church on 15 March 1812) - followed their father as landscape painters specialising in 

moonlight scenery. It may have been this connection that led Thomas Henry - himself as was 

later proved an artist of considerable talent - to diversify into the art world, and particularly into 

lithography. An advertisement in the Hampshire Advertiser, 12 June 1830 listed the services he 

offered from 180 High Street: lithography in all its branches executed; stones and all materials 
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furnished; oil paintings, water colour drawings and prints cleaned and repaired or bought or sold 

on commission; framing and varnishing for paintings, prints, etc; prints of Southampton, the Isle 

of Wight and neighbourhood constantly on sale. An 1830 trade card describes him as 

"lithographic draughtsman and printer". A short-lived but productive collaboration in 

1830 between T H Skelton as lithographer, printer and publisher and his artist brother-in-law 

Henry Pether spawned arguably the finest engravings to be published of early/mid-nineteenth 

century Southampton. These included commercially viable prints of the Assembly Rooms [aliter 

the Long Rooms] (figure 4), the Royal Victoria Archery Grounds and Assembly Rooms, the 

Custom House on Town Quay (figure 5), the French Protestant Church ("Maison-Dieu"), the 

West Gate and St Michael's Church. It was a partnership born out of necessity. Thomas had just 

emerged from bankruptcy and the Pether family had yet to recover from their destitution 

following the death of Abraham leaving a widow and nine children dependent on public charity.  

 

  
Figure 5. Custom House [1830]: Henry Pether artist; T H Skelton lithographer 

 

T H Skelton continued to trade at 180 High Street until December 1839. It was an active time. 

His lithographic skills were put to the service of the Tory party. A satirical lithograph printed 

during the 1829 borough by-election depicts John Story Penleaze, Whig candidate for the 

borough, and his committee - including Martin Maddison, Joseph Lobb, the Reverend Thomas 

Adkins, Edward Harrison, James Sharp, William Lankester and Colonel Henderson - as animals, 

reptiles and birds (figure 6). It is amongst his earliest lithographic works. Following the general 

election six months later, a large lithographic print of the entrance to Southampton was inscribed 

to Abel Rous Dottin and James Barlow Hoy, successful candidates for the borough (Hampshire 
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Advertiser, 12 June 1830). Skelton continued as inspector of corn returns, at a salary of £7 per 

quarter. As inspector of stamp returns he pursued John Rose, a notorious and unrepentant seller 

of unstamped press, through the legally questionable employment of a common informer (True 

Sun, reproduced in The Man, 24 November 1833). He also had the power, under an order of the 

commissioners of stamps in January 1832, to inspect hawker licenses and to seize and detain 

persons trading without one. He was agent to the Hampshire Telegraph, the Saturday Magazine, 

the Norwich Fire Office and Hall's Hygeian Medicines. He was in partnership with Matthew 

James Preston, trading as T H Skelton and Co, between September 1832 and July 1834. They 

printed a retrospective volume of verses by John O'Keeffe in 1834 for G Whittaker and Co, 

continuing a long relationship between the two commercial houses. On the dissolution of the 

partnership, the London Gazette, 18 July 1834 described Skelton and Preston as, inter alia, 

'private teachers', suggesting that they were offering tuition in the art of engraving. 

Reinstatement as a sole trader prompted Skelton to clear his entire stock: "reduced prices for 

ready money" for bibles, prayer books, account books, drawing requisites, second-hand prints, 

drawings and caricatures, blotting cases, pencils, playing cards, mathematical instruments, 

school books and upwards of 3000 volumes of second-hand books (Hampshire Advertiser, 7 

June 1834). A second partnership (dissolved in May 1839) with Henry Thomas Wood, dancing 

master of Laura Place, reveals Skelton as joint keeper of the Royal Victoria Assembly Rooms. 

Throughout the whole period, the name T H Skelton appears on a wide selection of local 

lithographs, for some of which he was both artist and engraver.  

 

 
Figure 6.   "Committee". Election lampoon printed by T H Skelton, 1829.  British Museum 2011, 7052.1 
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  T H Skelton relocated to 48 Above Bar in December 1839, trading as bookseller, stationer, 

bookbinder, letter press, lithographic and copper plate printer (figure 7). It was here that his 

mother died in June 1841, aged 74 years. The change of location was not a success. Financial 

troubles deepened. Sometime between 1839 and 1843 Skelton lost the lucrative sub-

distributorship of stamps, relinquished to his business competitor Isaac Fletcher. A brief 

partnership with James Reddish - presumably brought in to inject capital - was dissolved in July 

1843. Nemesis came in 1844, a traumatic year which saw Skelton imprisoned for debt in 

Southampton gaol and facing a double bankruptcy. He appeared on his own petition before 

the Court for Relief of Insolvent Debtors in March 1844 with debts of over £600. The whole of 

his printing equipment - a double crown Stanhope press, an iron Albion press, three very 

excellent lithographic presses, 39 German [Bath] stones, sewing press, etc - was sold a few 

weeks later by order of his assignees. A sale which Skelton witnessed from his prison cell. 

Fearing that self-imposed insolvency was a ruse to escape the worst consequences of financial 

collapse, the main London creditors instituted separate proceedings in the Court of Bankruptcy in 

June 1844. It was a messy affair, as the two jurisdictions clashed, but Skelton was discharged 

from insolvency in August and from bankruptcy in December 1844. He resumed business as 

printer, engraver, lithographer and bookbinder - still printing Tory political literature 

(particularly for W J Le Feuvre) and still inspector of corn returns. The business was based in 

Spa Road until c.1848 when it was moved to Vincent's Walk. In his private life Skelton was 

more itinerant, recorded in a succession of directories at Vine Cottage, Brunswick Place; 

Woodside Cottage, Shirley; Mill Place Cottage, Shirley and Priory House, St Denys. The 1851 

census sees him at the latter residence with his wife, three children and sister-in-law Eliza Pether. 

He died in late 1856, his death registered at Alresford.  

 

 
Figure 7.   Above Bar Street, showing Skelton's shop [1843]. Drawn by G L Lee; lithographed by T H Skelton 
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 The family business was taken over by Augustus Henry Skelton, elder son of Thomas Henry 

and Helen Skelton, christened at All Saint's Church on 18 May 1832. He appears in the 1861 

Southampton directory as "lithographic-printer &c" and in the 1861 census as "printer employing 

two apprentices". This, however, is the swan-song of the Skelton printing empire. A H Skelton 

soon quit the business. A stock broker by 1865, he was appointed clerk to Southampton Harbour 

Board in March 1868. There he oversaw the development of the Town Quay and the building of 

the new pier. An amateur archaeologist and numismatist, he was a contributor to the Papers and 

proceedings of the Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society. He died in July 1904, 

probate valued at £3389.2s.6d. His younger brother Thomas Alfred (born 18 March 1832; 

christened at All Saint's Church on 24 April 1833) became an architect, surveyor and estate 

agent. The rebuilt Southampton Workhouse is his best known architectural work. He was heavily 

involved in land speculation at St Denys (owner of the site of St Denys Priory between 1857 and 

1878, residing in Priory House), Portswood (agent for the sale of Portswood Park in 

1857) and Ashurst in the New Forest. He was an enthusiastic member of the 2nd Hants Rifle 

Volunteer Corps, appointed ensign in 1866 and resigning as major in 1885. He became a 

borough magistrate in June 1892. As earlier family members he was decidedly Tory in politics, 

nominating a series of Conservative candidates for the borough in the 1870s and 1880s and 

serving as secretary of the local Conservative party. He died in March 1898, with personal 

effects valued at £1605. Although not directly involved in the family printing business, it is 

perhaps T A Skelton who is the true heir to the Skelton genius. He was a lithographer, publishing 

illustrations of the Platform (HALS 15M84/P3/644) and Christ Church, Highfield, with the 

architect John Elliot's proposed parsonage house (HALS TOP286/2/265). He was also - as his 

grandfather Abraham Pether and uncle Henry Pether - a man of invention. In February 1872 he 

was granted a patent for catoptric street lamps, in which the lenses were so arranged that those 

rays of light that usually ascended above the level of the lamp were directed downwards. Parts of 

Trafalgar Square were experimentally lit in this fashion. This consummate interest in natural 

lighting contrasts neatly with the devotion to natural light shown by his grandfather and uncle.  

  

Sources of Illustrations 

Figure 1. Lottery advertisement. Southampton Archives D/PM Box 95/16 

Figure 2. Bankruptcy sale for E Skelton and Co. Hampshire Chronicle, 10 March  1828 

Figure 3. Election handbill for Abel Rous Dottin, 2 February 1820, printed by E Skelton and Co. 

                Local Studies Library, Southampton Central Library: election posters 

Figure 4. Assembly Rooms [1830]: Henry Pether artist; T H Skelton lithographer.  Portcities  

                270 

Figure 5. Custom House [1830]: Henry Pether artist; T H Skelton lithographer.  Portcities 2451 

Figure 6. "Committee". Election lampoon printed by T H Skelton, 1829.  British Museum 2011,  

                7052.1 

 Figure 7. Above Bar Street, showing Skelton's shop [1843]. Drawn by G L Lee; lithographed  

                 by T H Skelton.  Portcities 1801  
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Terrence Pook 

 

Nathaniel Ogle and a Missing Sculpture 

 

Nathaniel was a young boy who had spent most of his childhood living in a detached house in 

Orchard Place in Southampton, which is the southern end of Orchard Lane, outside the town 

walls. The house had a pleasant view across the marsh, of the shipping in Southampton Water 

and to the distant Isle of Wight, whenever the weather was fine and clear enough.  His father was 

a gentleman, and all that implied, with the same name and his mother was known as Mary 

although her real name was Anna Maria. His sister was also Mary which often caused confusion. 

 Born in 1795 but baptised in 1797 at St Mary’s church, just outside Southanpton, by his 

grandfather, Newton Ogle, the retiring Dean of Winchester, who also happened to be the vicar of 

the church but most of the parish duties he left for the curate to do.  Nathaniel’s parents were 

correctly named in the register of baptisms but the fact that they were not married was not 

mentioned, nor the fact that their son was illegitimate, as was usual in registers.  The baptism 

was delayed until just before the wealthy Dean and his wife returned to their family seat in 

Northumberland after  his retirement from the Church.   

 To cut a long story short, the two children grew up in a loving family environment and 

Nathaniel joined the navy as a young midshipman, as befitted the son of a gentleman, who then 

became involved with the naval transport of large numbers of troops embarking at Southampton 

for the military campaigns then ongoing, the current being known as the Walchuren Campaign, 

an area of coastal Belgium on the Island of that name.  Sister Mary was sent away for her 

education and she later married, in 1818.  The Children’s father died in 1813 and had provided 

for the children but as Nathaniel was illegitimate he could not inherit the valuable estate in 

Northumberland he would otherwise have done, so that went to his father’s younger brother, 

John Saville Ogle.  Mary returned to Southampton to be with her mother for her first pregnancy 

but sadly she died having given birth to a son who also died a few days later.  They were both 

buried in Pear Tree Chapel graveyard as was also Anna Maria in 1827, as recorded in the same 

burial register as her daughter, eight years earlier.  

 Nathaniel, now the only member of the family still alive, having left the navy as a captain, 

needed something to do and so became involved with designing and building steam engines for 

road travel.  He was successful with the engineering but his vehicle design was not popular with 

the public due to it having only three wheels, in a similar fashion to the Bond Invalid car of 

recent years.   Now having spent most of the legacy from his father, Nathaniel then abandoned 

the project at Millbrook Foundry and left Southampton for good, moving to London and became 

a writer. 

 After the death of his mother, Nathaniel wished to leave a memorial to her and so he 

commissioned one of the top sculptors of the day, Edward Hodges Baily RA FRS (1788-1867), 

who in 1832 designed a wall monument for Anna Maria which was placed in the St Nicholas, 

Millbrook Parish Church.  An article in The  Literary World of 1840 is the only reference to this 

work of his, which was then described as a marble wall tablet memorial to Mrs Nathaniel Ogle, 

entitled ‘The Dying Wife’ and was a female form rising and pointing upwards while looking 

down and had her infant creeping up to her bosom with the simple motto ‘Farewell for a Little 

while’.  The 1832 exhibition at the Royal Academy included a ‘model of part of the monument 

about to be erected at Millbrook to the memory of a lady’ but no image of this memorial has 

appeared. 
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 The article in the review goes on to praise the 

quality of Baily’s work, assessing it as better 

than more well known sculptors,   it having a 

more correct feeling for arrangement and 

graceful outline. Other notable examples 

mentioned were, ‘Eve at the Fountain’ (see 

picture below), ‘Eve Listening to the First 

Voice’ and ‘Maternal Affection’ (see picture 

right), the latter described as a fond and lovely 

mother kissing her playful child who is 

clambering over her shoulder. 

Other work by Baily includes ‘The Sleeping 

Nymph’ and an effigy of Lord Brome, which 

if they were seen together would show the 

difference between sleep and death, the former 

showing healthful repose and the latter 

depicting the sleep that knows no waking, but 

before,  “Times effacing fingers Had swept the 

lines where beauty lingers”.  

If there is still any doubt about the quality of 

the work of E. H. Baily, I have only to  

 

                                                                                             Figure 1: Maternal Affection 

 

mention hismost prestigious commission, the 

statue of Horatio Nelson, on his column 

overlooking Trafalgar Square in London with a 

statue of Isaac Watts also by Baily being within 

the Abney Park Cemetery in London. 

St Nicholas’ Church at Millbrook was finally 

demolished in 1939 after one of its walls had 

collapsed earlier.  City Heritage and the successor 

church, Holy Trinity have no knowledge of the 

sculpture of which I can only assume to have been 

lost, either in the collapse of the wall, the 

demolition of 1939 or even earlier as the Victoria 

County History, which was written about 1900 

does not mention it, which surely it would have  

            Figure 2: Eve at the Fountain 

 

done if it had then been seen.   This is surely a shameful loss of a beautiful memorial with 

historic City connections, the design of which can now only be imagined from the description 

written above. 

The picture of Baily’s white marble ‘Eve at the Fountain’ was one of the earliest photographs                

taken by William Henry Fox Talbot, the creator of photography, as we knew it, before the digital  

variety came along.  The second picture, with the title, ‘Maternal Affection’ was another white  
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marble sculpture finished in 1837, which may give some idea of the style of the missing Ogle      

memorial and this was photographed in 2006 by Jacqueline Banerjee in 2006 as shown on the 

website, www.victorianweb.org   (website shown as condition of use of this image).           
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Richard Preston 

Timothy Falvey (1813-89): his early career in politics 

 Timothy Falvey was at the heart of the Liberal establishment in Southampton between his 

appointment as editor of the Hampshire Independent in April 1848 and his death in October 

1889. In this essay, an attempt is made to chronicle his career before he moved to Southampton. 

A comparison with his official, party-inspired obituary printed in the Hampshire Independent of 

12 October 1889 and subsequently published as In memoriam Timothy Falvey suggests that the 

latter cannot be relied upon. 

  Timothy Falvey was of an Irish family. Born in the parish of Kenmore, county Kerry on 1 April 

1813, his father was an impoverished farmer on the estate of the Marquis of Lansdowne. The 

first marquis, who died in 1805, had been a Southampton landowner, responsible for the Gothic 

exuberance of Southampton Castle. In the early 1820's, the Falvey family became part of the 

mass agricultural exodus to England, settling, as so many of their confreres, in the silk-weaving 

town of Macclesfield in Cheshire. From an early age, Timothy was engaged in the silk and 

cotton factories of the town. 

  Falvey was politically promiscuous. According to his obituary, his first public speech was in 

1831 in support of the Reform Bill. He would then be about 18 years old. Within the next nine 

years - before the age of 27 - he was involved with a variety of contentious political issues, both 

in his adopted town and in the regional metropolis of Manchester. Anti-protectionism, the rights 

of his native Ireland, church disestablishment and the vulnerability of the poor were common 

themes. And all pursued with the arrogance and impetuosity of an angry young man. The 

socialist Robert Owen, then in Manchester, was attacked in 1832 and 1833 through both private 

correspondence and public debate as "a mere visionary", whose schemes are "of no public utility 

whatever". The police had to be called to restore order at one meeting called by Falvey in August 

1833, at which Owen made a brief appearance. Owen's protectionist views, his support of state 

intervention in manufacturing (especially shorter working hours) and his opposition to free trade 

and parliamentary reform were as gall and wormwood to the laissez-faire Falvey. 

Contemporaneously, Falvey was lecturing on the parlous state of Ireland. This inevitably led 

him, using the platform offered by those calling for relief of the distressed Irish Protestant clergy, 

to urge the disestablishment of the Irish church. A town meeting in Macclesfield in July 1836, at 

which both borough MPs were to speak, was commandeered by Falvey who proposed, amid 

uproar, an amendment which condemned the established church as "an evil to society", further 

suggesting that forced emigration of surplus Protestant clergy was the only solution to their 

distress. On Falvey's persistence, a motion in favour of the Irish clergy was negatived by a "huge 

forest of fists". He was becoming a catalyst for the Irish émigrés in Macclesfield. It was in a 

similar anti-disestablishment vein that, in February 1840, Falvey opposed the Weaver Navigation 

Bill which authorized the River Weaver trustees to divert part of their funds to the building and 

upkeep of Anglican churches for the benefit of their employees. Passed in August 1840, the act 

led to the building of Holy Trinity, Northwich; Christ Church, Weston Point; and Christ Church, 

Winsford. More general concern for the poorer classes, in particular their vulnerability to 

shopkeepers and money lenders, prompted his opposition to the establishment of a Court of 

Requests, making the collection of small debts easier, in Macclesfield. In March 1836 he spoke 

at a town meeting in favour of a petition "largely of working men" against its creation. The court 

was set up later that year. 
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  Falvey was a root and branch Irish nationalist. The Act of Union of 1801 he branded as "a 

political atrocity", destroying the wealth, morality and reputation of his native land and 

responsible for the mass economic emigration of which his family was part. His inspiration and 

mentor was the charismatic Daniel O'Connell, 'the Liberator', first Irish-born Lord Mayor of 

Dublin and talisman of the repeal movement. Falvey found the channel for his views in the Loyal 

National Repeal Association, established by O'Connell in April 1840. He became secretary of its 

Macclesfield branch, enrolling members (100 in December 1840; 121 in June 1841), remitting 

subscriptions to Dublin and composing emotive addresses, some of which were printed in full in 

the sympathetic Freeman's Journal and Daily Commercial Advertiser. Selections from his 

address of December 1841 suggest the power of his writing: 

  "Where is the Irishman, with feelings alive to honour or to shame, who sees the laugh of scorn, 

or listens to the railing of bitter animosity directed against his country, that does not feel his 

inferiority and disgrace. .... At party associations and political club dinners the never-ending 

theme with the speakers is the insecurity of life and property in Ireland, and the sacred name of 

religion is used as a cloak for covering the fiercest bigotry and intolerance, and as an engine for 

wielding the most insupportable oppression - even the social ties that should bind man to man are 

torn asunder, and their hatred of Ireland is carried into all the relations of private life". 

  At times, his rhetoric could border on insurrection. At a grand pro-repeal meeting at St John's 

Wood in February 1843 - part of the so-called 'Repeal Year' in London - Falvey insisted that 

"they feared not the bustling of bayonets, the roar of musketry, nor the thunder of artillery - for 

the declaration had gone forth that the Union must perish, and that justice and constitutional 

independence must ultimately be established (cheers)". He was wont to draw a parallel between 

the present state of Ireland and that of the American colonies before the war of independence. 

Falvey was honoured in June 1841 with the title 'Volunteer of '82' [1782: the year of the short-

lived Irish parliament]. This Irish nationalist background is ignored in the 1889 obituary, written 

when Home Rule was splitting the Liberal party. 

  It is for another kind of repeal for which Falvey is mainly known. His life is defined by his 

work on behalf of the Anti-Corn-Law League, a pioneering single-issue political movement 

dedicated to the repeal of the Corn Laws. His working class background and his political 

radicalism - a disciple of Major Cartwright, Henry Hunt and Joseph Hume, and a man whose 

views stood so close to the people's Charter that he was described as "a moral force chartist" - 

stand uneasily with the middle class ethos of the League. But it was precisely these attributes that 

made him such a valued convert to the movement. He was active in the cause from the 

beginning, elected secretary to the Macclesfield Free Trade Association in 1839. In the general 

election of June 1841 he worked for the return of the League's candidate Samuel Stocks in his 

unsuccessful contest against the Tory lawyer, and Peterloo veteran, Thomas Grimsditch. Falvey 

was one of those who addressed a crowd estimated at 7 or 8,000 from the balcony of the Angel 

Inn. His target was those physical force chartists, such as Feargus O'Connor at Nottingham, who 

had defected to the Tories: 

  "Insinuations had been made against those working men who supported the anti-corn law party, 

and men were called upon to suspect them. He thought the suspicion did not attach to them, 

because by so doing they acted consistently with their former profession. [Rather] suspicion 

attached to those who had called for cheap bread all their life, and now when it was offered them, 

joined their old and natural enemies in refusing it (Applause)". 

  The internecine battle was continued in a string of debates with the chartist extremist John 

West, a Macclesfield silk-weaver like Falvey, and in a great debate in the Shambles, Hull, in 
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March 1842, against a chartist called Mr Jones. O'Connor devoted almost the whole of the front 

page of the Northern Star to a blow-by-blow account of the debate. Forced on the defensive, 

Falvey declared "No man wishes for the Charter more than I do". 

  It was as a delegate of the Operative Anti-Bread Tax Association, established in Manchester in 

December 1841 as a working-class party of repealers, that Falvey attended the first national 

conference, numbering almost 600, of anti-corn law society delegates. The prelude to a concerted 

putsch on London, it was held on 8 February 1842 at the Crown and Anchor in the Strand. The 

great and the good of the movement attended: Richard Cobden, John Bright, Sidney Smith, 

Joseph Sturge, et al. Falvey was one of the keynote speakers, directly following John Bright and 

- much to his delight - speaking when Daniel O'Connell made a belated entrance. He was there to 

appeal to the working class constituency: "He [Falvey] came to represent and speak in the name 

of the members, the intelligence, and the intellect of the working man, whose delegate he was". 

It was his breakthrough on to the national stage. The pro-repeal Morning Chronicle devoted 1
1
/2 

columns to the speech. To the similarly sympathetic Manchester Times, "Falvey's natural 

eloquence gave the meeting a high idea of the talent which is possessed by the working men of 

the North of England". The following month, at a meeting of the Anti-Corn-Law League in 

Manchester Corn Exchange on 22 March, Falvey became a full-time paid lecturer for the 

League, sponsored by the Reverend James W Massie, minister of the Independent chapel in 

Salford and a representative at the Strand meeting. He characterised his nominee as "a very fair 

sample of a good anti-corn law lecturer (Applause)". So began an itinerant career that lasted until 

the final repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846. The British Library nineteenth century newspapers 

website allows us a glimpse, necessarily incomplete, of his travels. The bald statement in 

Falvey’s obituary that he “was deputed to take charge of the villages comprised in Hants, Dorset, 

and Wilts, making Southampton as his centre from which he worked” owes more to political spin 

than to factual accuracy. 

 

1842 

April/May                       South Shields, Newcastle, Sunderland 

July                                  Stalybridge, Mossley (Cheshire) 

October/December          New Malton, Whitby, Hull, Beverley, Gainsborough, Dewsbury,  

                                         Cleckheaton, Batley, Dewsbury           

 

 

1843 

January/February            Bloomsbury, Southwark, Whitechapel, Marylebone, Bethnal Green,   

                                         St John’s Wood, Portland Town, London 

August                             York 

September                       Lincoln; Southwark 

November                       Cambridge 

December                        Ampthill, Woburn, Dunstable, Leighton Buzzard, Luton  

                                        (Bedfordshire); Frome, Wells, Wellington (Somerset) 

 

 

1844 

January                            Wakefield 

 



Southampton Local History Forum Journal 
 

22 
 

 

February                          Devizes, Cricklade, Highworth, Swindon (Wiltshire); Bridgewater, 

                                        Farringdon (Somerset) 

March                              Tewkesbury, Leominster, Ludlow; Chelmsford 

April                                Sudbury (Suffolk), Ipswich; Horsham (Sussex) 

May                                 Billericay, Dunmoor (Essex) 

May/July                         Wigan and neighbourhood (Lamberhead Green, Blackrod, Hindley,  

                                         Billinge, Upholland), Newton, Middleton, Hindley (near Manchester) 

September                       Blackburn, Lancaster          

October                           Highworth (Wiltshire) 

November                       Winchester, Southampton 

December                        Rotherham 

  

1845  

January                            Gosport, Portsea, Emsworth (Hampshire) 

February                          Basingstoke 

July                                  Cambridge 

August                             Sunderland 

October                           Wigan, Scholes (Lancaster) 

November/December      Wakefield, Barnsley, Doncaster, Keighley 

  

1846  

January                            St Albans, Hertford, Luton 

January/February             Eastbourne, Chichester  

  

 A punishing, volatile schedule such as this put great demands on the lecturer. Falvey was often 

deep in enemy territory. He met chartist violence in the north east of the country with such skill 

that the Northern Star (edited by O'Connor) counselled supporters not to be complacent but "to 

be upon their guard and meet in a proper manner the dextrous moves of Mr Falvey". He was 

unprepared by his background to tackle the agricultural counties of southern England, virgin 

territory as far as the League was concerned, where he faced the wrath of tenant farmers. No 

more so than in Essex, heartland of the Central Agricultural Protection Society (the 'anti-

League'). The venues were a kaleidoscope. They ranged from St George's Fields in Manchester, 

addressing an audience of 7,000, and Manchester Corn Exchange to back rooms in public 

houses, school rooms, music saloons, theatres, mechanics' institutions and (as at Highworth) a 

platform of three wagons placed side to side in a field - uncovered and in torrential rain. He 

frequently spoke for over one hour, sometimes over two. Each audience demanded a different 

approach. His energy, determination and resourcefulness were applauded even by his enemies. 

Typical of the reaction of the protectionist press is the account in the Hampshire Advertiser of 

his only recorded lecture in Southampton - in the Victoria Rooms on 11 November 1844. It was 

to an audience of about 200, including operatives from Richard Andrews's carriage workshop: 

  "The Lecturer, who appeared to be a working man from the North, with a broad provincial 

accent [in reality, an Irish brogue], and no small share of that self-complacency which is the 

peculiar characteristic of the working men of the North of England. The lecture was a 50th 

edition of the sayings of Cobden, Bright, et hoc genus omne; and the speaker evidently did his 
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best to outrival his great masters in the art of vulgar slander and abuse. ... Trash, worthy of the 

wildest days of French republicanism". 

  Shortly afterwards, according to the Northern Star, Falvey - "decidedly the cleverest lecturer of 

the league" - was "specifically sent for from the South" to retrieve a failing League assault on the 

chartists of Rotherham. The rhetoric could be explosive. Manchester in the summer of 1842 was 

in a state of near revolution. Speaking at a meeting on 29 July, held in the most turbulent part of 

the town, Falvey was heard to say: "That the repeal of the Corn-laws rested with the people, and 

that, if they were only firm and determined, nothing could resist them: that death was preferable 

to starvation, and that Manchester had been quiet too long, and that he feared, so long as it 

remained quiet, nothing could be done". The speech was put in evidence by Feargus O'Connor 

during his trial for conspiracy and riot before North Lancashire Spring Assizes in March 1843. 

He aimed to show that seditious speeches similar to those he was accused of making had been 

allowed to pass unpunished by the civil authorities in Manchester. O'Connor was acquitted. 

  The decision by the League in early 1843 to contest all parliamentary by-elections played to 

many of Falvey's strengths. He was active from the start, campaigning on behalf of John Bright 

(at 31 years old only one year older than Falvey) in the Durham by-election of March 1843 and 

in the re-run election (after a petition against the return for bribery) in July. The first League 

member of parliament, Bright ascribed his success in part to Falvey's ability to turn the voters of 

the borough's patron, the Marquis of Londonderry. A string of election campaigns followed: 

North Wiltshire (February 1844), Horsham (April 1844), South Lancashire (May 1844), 

Sunderland (August 1845 - in support of Colonel Thomas Perronet Thompson – returning from 

which he suffered “a contusion on the leg” in a serious rail accident involving the Sunderland 

mail train on the Brandling Junction Railway), Wigan (October 1845), Cambridge (July 1845 - 

where in his own words he acted as "the avant courier of a body of free-trade agitators to be sent 

to London in a few days"), Hertfordshire (January 1846) and Chichester (February 1846). The 

latter was a pocket borough under the Duke of Richmond. An extreme protectionist - president of 

the Society for the Protection of Agriculture - he believed that Robert Peel's decision to accept 

repeal should be tested at the hustings. He engineered a contest by the enforced resignation of his 

nephew Lord Arthur Lennox, borough MP for 15 years, in favour of his own son, the boyish 

Lord Henry Lennox, a member of the Young England Party and protégé (some said more) of 

Benjamin Disraeli. “The transfer of the Lennoxes”. It was a challenge that the League could not 

ignore. Falvey, then touring Sussex on its behalf, made a triumphal entry into the city at the head 

of 200 voters at 4pm on election eve. Through the co-ordination of two nonconformist ministers, 

the Unitarian John Fullager and the Congregationalist William Malden, Falvey was declared a 

candidate, issuing an address that evening. The protectionists were the better prepared. The 

following day the approaches to the Guildhall, where the nomination was to take place, were 

packed with Tory supporters. But the repealers had momentum and, in Falvey, a candidate who 

could sway voters. At nomination, Lennox made a vapid speech of 5 minutes. Falvey spoke for 

1
1
/2 hours in an address that entered local Whig folklore. To quote from the version that appears 

in his obituary: 

  "Then Mr Falvey rose, but his reception was a curious one. All the labourers, who had crowded 

to the front, produced tin whistles, with which they had been provided, and created a perfect 

pandemonium. Mr Falvey gazed at the swarm of faces before him, and, taking advantage of a 

short lull, said in the blandest possible manner, "I'm glad you all have twelve shillings a week." 

The men, on hearing this, shouted in reply "No; only ten." This was THE POINT HE WANTED, 

and grasping it, said characteristically: - "Well, if you will listen to me, I will show you how to 
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make that ten as good as twelve". Immediate silence reigned, and Mr Falvey, warming to his 

work, told them of his life's mission ...". 

  The show of hands was 4 to 1 in Falvey's favour. Lennox's managers demanded a poll. Falvey 

declined, leaving the field to Lennox. He was content with the moral victory. The ploy of 

nomination as a peg on which to hang a speech was similarly exploited by Richard Andrews at 

the North Hampshire election of April 1849. It allowed Falvey, “the man before whom the walls 

of the city of Protection fell”, to make an anti-agriculturalist speech in the heartland of rural 

Hampshire. 

  The triumph of repeal led to the dismantling of the machinery of the League. Falvey was 

dismissed as a lecturer in May 1846. It was a gradual dissociation. Its founder, Richard Cobden, 

had been left a virtual bankrupt. Falvey became a collector for the Cobden National Testimonial 

Fund, set up to pay off his debts and give him a settled retirement in his home village of Dunford 

in Sussex. The south and west of England, and the Midlands, were allocated to Falvey. We find 

him in Sussex and Hampshire in September 1846, Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and Herefordshire 

in October, and central England in November. The following year Falvey was active in support 

of ex-League candidates at elections for Warrington (June 1847) and North Cheshire (August 

1847). 

  Church disestablishment resurfaced in Falvey's life to fill the vacuum left by the demise of the 

League. Its first casualty was Falvey's relationship with Daniel O'Connell. The Catholic 

constituency of Manchester was riven by a schism between the local church hierarchy and one of 

its most volatile priests, the Reverend Daniel Hearne, priest since 1832 of St Patrick's Church in 

Irish Town. The 'inspector-general' of the Irish repeal movement, his political activities had by 

1846 become so unpalatable to the Bishop of Manchester, the Right Reverend Brown, that he 

was removed from office "for the good of the religion and the salvation of souls". O'Connell, to 

the dismay of many of his supporters, sided with the church authorities and dismissed from the 

Loyal National Repeal Association those 'repeal wardens' who had petitioned the bishop to keep 

Hearne amongst them. At a public meeting in the Carpenters' Hall in July 1846 Falvey moved 

the resolution condemning O'Connell's actions. It was one of his most difficult and heart-felt 

speeches: 

  “Since he was a child, Mr O'Connell had been his leader in Irish politics; if it were possible for 

him to worship a great politician, he worshipped that man. The Rev Mr Hearne had been Mr 

O'Connell's coadjutor working the repeal cause in this neighbourhood; and he (Mr Falvey) did 

not understand the heart of the man who, through policy, shirked his friends in the hour of need, 

and denied them the hearing that the house of lords had given to him. (Immense and protracted 

cheering.) All that they wanted in this matter was fair play. If he could teach a bird to speak, he 

would make it cry out "Justice" in the ears of Mr O'Connell continually, even in the midnight 

hour, until he dealt out to the expelled wardens the same measure of justice which had been 

meted out to him by the house of lords. (Much applause.) He had not said a word against 

O'Connell in this disputation. His heart would almost rise up in judgment against him to 

condemn the man; but, though they had a pope in religion, he would have no pope in politics. 

(Cheers.)” 

  Even such passionate oratory failed to save the redoubtable Reverend Hearne. 

  Six months later, in December 1846, Falvey was one of the founders of the Manchester branch 

of the British Anti-State Church Association. Committed to the withdrawal of all state control 

from religion, the association evolved in 1853 into the Liberation Society. At the establishing 

meeting in Manchester, Falvey shared the platform with the Reverend Edward Miall – 
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Congregational minister, editor of The Nonconformist, and original founder – and Dr Thomas 

Price, Baptist editor of the Eclectic Review. Falvey seconded one of the founding motions. The 

association played to the heart of Falvey’s politico-religious belief that men had the inalienable 

right to worship God according to their conscience. “A state church he held to be as absurd as 

state physicians, state lawyers, or state editors of newspapers". This prohibition applied equally 

to the Established and the Roman Catholic churches. Falvey specifically condemned government 

proposals to pay Irish Catholic priests a stipend. His membership continued after his translation 

to Southampton, where he found allies in the Congregationalists Thomas Leader Harman and 

Richard Andrews, respectively proprietor and mortgagee of the Hampshire Independent. In 

October 1850 Falvey provided the association's headquarters with a list of members local to 

Southampton. 

This brings us to the question of Falvey’s own religious affiliation. Three elements are hard to 

reconcile. First, in the black and white world of party propaganda, he was to his Tory tormentors 

a Roman Catholic; specifically (as in a Hampshire Advertiser editorial of 23 November 1850) 

“the Roman Catholic editor of a Nonconformist newspaper”. Three years later, in May 1853, he 

was characterized as being under the control of the priest of the Roman Catholic chapel in Bugle 

Street, Dr Edward Cox. Secondly, his wife and family (sans Timothy, who attended another 

church) attended at times in the early 1850’s the Anglican ministry of the Reverend George 

Bradshaw. If it were a mixed Catholic/Anglican marriage, it is hard to see that Timothy would be 

permitted to receive mass. Thirdly, Timothy allied himself consistently with aggressively 

Dissenting issues in a way that no traditional Roman Catholic would. Falvey never spoke 

publicly of his religion. It was a political irrelevance, a matter between man and his conscience. 

We have only elliptical clues given in the anti-church rates debates in St Mary’s parish during 

1849: a reprise of battles Falvey had fought and won earlier in Manchester and Salford. In April 

1849 he declared “Though I am no Churchman, according to her forms, I am not a Dissenter in 

the ordinary acceptation of the term”. A reconciliation may be found in his closing statement at a 

parish meeting in Albion Chapel in February of the same year: “He asked every liberal 

Churchman to assist them, because they did not attack his creed; and every liberal Catholic, for 

they were Nonconformists in these islands.” Such equation of liberal Catholicism and 

Nonconformity may explain how a man still apparently in the Roman Catholic church could play 

a leading role in dissent and become the editor of a nonconformist newspaper. 

 Falvey left the north-west for Southampton in April 1848. This was a formative time in the 

emergence of a new reform movement, born out of the ashes of the League. Its advocacy of a 

broad spectrum of reform, both financial and political - a more equitable arrangement of 

taxation, a reduction in government expenditure, household (not universal) suffrage, the ballot, 

equal electoral districts, triennial parliaments - fitted neatly into Falvey's political creed. He 

devoted what was probably his first leader in the Hampshire Independent (22 April) to a puff on 

the new reform confederation. The next issue he published a letter from a former League ally: 

Henry Lyons, sometime secretary of the York Anti Corn-Law Association. It offers an insight 

into Falvey's political preoccupations on the eve of his appointment as editor: 

  "It is now about six weeks since you and I, in the League Room, Manchester, talked over at 

some length the necessity, value, and importance of an organisation of the true Liberal party in 

the House of Commons. We then held strong identical opinions on this subject. You avowed 

your intention of directing the public mind to the formation of a people's party in the legislature 

so soon as the interest and excitement, consequent on the glorious events now occurring on the 

Continent, should permit. Well, sir, the party we desired, and which the interests of the country 
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demanded, is formed [the Parliamentary Reform League]; and the distinguished names at the 

head of it sufficiently guarantee the vigorous, persevering prosecution, and early success of the 

new march of reform". 

  The movement, joining with the Financial Reform League, was to find its final form as the 

National Parliamentary and Financial Reform Association. The Southampton branch, founded in 

November 1849, had as its nucleus the Liberal clique that centred on Richard Andrews. 

  Falvey was not an obvious choice as editor of the Hampshire Independent. He had no 

newspaper experience and no editorial experience. His obituarist even 40 years later felt the need 

to fudge the fleeting nature of his earlier connections with the town. The appeal was that he was 

the mirror image of the current editor. Thomas Lawrence Behan (a fellow Irishman) had a 

background not in politics but in the law and in the London press (notably the Observer). In his 

7
1
/2 years as editor of the Independent he had failed to galvanize Liberal supporters with his 

leading articles and had failed to interact with the party in the borough. An absentee for long 

periods, he did not even (until very late on) possess a borough vote. Tolerated during the absence 

of the paper’s proprietor in the United States of America, the return of Harman to Hampshire in 

the summer of 1847 gave impetus to the general feeling that he must go. Falvey brought with 

him all the political and personal attributes that party managers looked for. In particular he 

brought Southampton Liberals, always somewhat isolated, into the circle of political friends he 

had made in his Anti-Corn-Law League days. Prominent amongst these was Richard Cobden - a 

patron since 1840 when (according to Falvey's obituary) he first heard him speak at a rally in 

Macclesfield and, in the 1860's - after the death of Falvey's wife - taking their younger daughter 

Marion into his Sussex household: "a great acquisition to the family circle".  

 It was clearly a wrench for Falvey to leave his adopted homeland. His family - wife Eliza 

(Bridget in the 1841 census) and daughters Eliza and Marion, aged 11 and 6 respectively – had 

remained in the north-west during his absences on League business. Originally living in 

Macclesfield, the family had by 1845 moved to Salford, living at 7 Duke Street. They left close 

family behind. His elder brother Daniel remained in Macclesfield, sharing a life that could in 

other circumstances have fallen to his younger brother. Successive censuses show him as a silk 

weaver in 1841 and 1851, a hawker of drapery goods in 1861 and, now moved to Stockport to 

live with his son-in-law (John Dean, labourer in a cotton factory), unemployed in 1871. His 

daughters were silk piercers. His son, also Daniel, was committed aged 15 years at Chester 

Summer Assizes in 1857 to 18 months imprisonment with hard labour for housebreaking. 

Timothy had invested in property, owning the undivided freehold of a block of eight houses in 

the centre of Stockport (62-76 Chestergate): an indication perhaps of the relatively generous 

salary paid by the League. The property remained in his ownership after he moved south. The 

editorship was probably Falvey's first full-time employment since acting as a collector to the 

Cobden fund. An offer of a government place in 1847 - an appointment under the Crown made 

by Milner Gibson, Vice-President of the Board of Trade - is intriguingly referred to in a 

biography published by the pro-Liberal Southern Reformer on 7 August 1880. It may have been 

the challenge of the new appointment that appealed, with an incentivised salary giving an 

additional 10% of every £100 made beyond the first £300 of net annual profit. The first issue 

under the new regime introduced a 'Correspondence from Manchester' column. Also reprinted 

was an account from the Manchester Examiner of the presentation of a gold watch to Falvey at 

the Brunswick Hotel, Piccadilly, by former League colleagues, including the secretary Joseph 

Hickin, "as a token of esteem for high character and great services in the cause of the National 

Anti Corn-Law League".  The days of the self-effacing, anonymous editor were over.  
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Christine Clearkin 

 

South Stoneham House, a relic of Stuart Southampton 

 

In a quiet suburb of Southampton stands a 300 year old house, the grounds of which were 

designed by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown.  Built in the reign of Queen Anne, the house was 

almost certainly the work of Nicholas Hawksmoor (1661-1736), assistant to Sir Christopher 

Wren and contemporary of Sir John Vanbrugh.  Final proof of Hawksmoor’s involvement is 

tantalisingly just beyond reach, however, with the principal clue being an auction catalogue from 

1726 that details a sale of his drawings and refers to “Twelve designs for Mr Dummer’s house”.  

The interior of the house includes an early eighteenth century staircase with elaborate balusters 

and moulded handrail.  The ceiling of the hall is contemporary with the staircase and is painted 

with pelicans, trumpets and swags, while the music room has a marble fireplace with cupids, 

urns and swags.  The building is protected by English Heritage with Grade II* listing.
i
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. South Stoneham House from the south, including the tower block 

Near to the house stands the ancient church of St Mary’s, parts of which date back to the twelfth 

century, and which enjoys Grade 1 listing.
ii
  The Domesday Book records that Bishops Stanam 

(as South Stoneham was then known) belonged to the See of Winchester, and its revenues 

clothed the monks of St Swithun’s.  At one time South Stoneham parish extended right up to the 

walls of medieval Southampton and included the outlying villages of Eastleigh, West End, 

Portswood, St Denys, and Bitterne, but as these settlements increased in population with the 

passage of the centuries so they became separate parishes.  There is said to be a secret tunnel 

connecting South Stoneham House with St Mary’s Church.  Within the former grounds of the  
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 house is a salmon pool, also mentioned in the 

Domesday Book, and beyond is Monks Brook 

which flows into the River Itchen just above 

Woodmill.
iii

 

In the seventeenth century the Dummer family 

were yeoman farmers in Durley and supporters of 

the Royalist cause.  A branch of the family later 

settled in Chickenhall in the parish of North 

Stoneham and prospered to the point where they 

dispensed with the title ‘yeoman’ and adopted that 

of ‘gentleman’ instead.  They invested in land and 

bought not only the Manor of Mansbridge, but 

also the Manors of North Baddesley and 

Woolston.
iv

 

 Who actually built South Stoneham House is a 

matter of dispute.  Jessica Vale, a volunteer 

Researcher at Southampton City Museums in the 

1970s, wrote in The Lost Houses of Southampton 

that Thomas Dummer (1626-1710) bought the 

land in 1705 and that the house was completed in  
     Figure 2. South Stoneham House, garden  

                        entrance (south) 

 

1708.  She went on to say that Thomas  

then ‘entrusted the property to his son, 

Edmund, a commissioner for the 

Admiralty’.
v
 

 Howard Colvin in his Biographical 

Dictionary of British Architects 

reckoned that Edmund Dummer (c 

1651-1713), Surveyor to the Navy, 

probably commissioned the house since 

he would have known Nicholas 

Hawksmoor ‘as a fellow member of the 

fabric committee of Greenwich 

Hospital’.
vi

                                          

 The third candidate was Edmund  
                                                                      Figure 3. South Stoneham House, drainpipe on south  front 

                                                                              

Dummer, a barrister at Lincoln’s Inn (1663-1724), and nephew to Thomas.  Recent scholarship 

has tended to favour the latter as the builder of South Stoneham House, for example the 

Dictionary of National Biography entry written by Philip MacDougall.
vii

  In addition to 

practising law, he was favoured at Court, being appointed Clerk to the Great Wardrobe in about 

1706.  He acted for the Dukes of Montagu, Keepers of the Great Wardrobe, and was Steward of 

Beaulieu Manor from 1700.  He married Leonora Sophia, daughter of Sir William Dutton Colt, 

at one time Ambassador to Hanover.  He and his wife had five children, only three of whom 

survived into adulthood.  Edmund’s career flourished and over the years he was able to add to his 
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property portfolio by acquiring estates in London, Middlesex and beyond.  He died while taking 

the waters at Bath in 1724 and his body was brought back to South Stoneham to be interred in 

the crypt of St Mary’s Church alongside those of his parents.
viii

  Provision was made for a 

considerable baroque monument to be constructed over the crypt, and Nikolaus Pevsner, the  

architectural historian, thought this might also be by Hawksmoor.
ix

 

 
Figure 4. South Stoneham House from the north (driveway entrance) 

      

Of the three possible candidates Michael Dummer, who has 

extensively researched the Dummer family history, favours 

Edmund, Surveyor to the Navy, as the builder of the house.
x
  

This Edmund served in the Navy for 30 years and in 1692 was 

appointed Surveyor under William III.
xi

  It was he who 

recommended Plymouth as a suitable place to establish an 

additional south coast naval dockyard.  He had the foresight to 

insist that the dockyard be built in stone and brick, instead of 

timber, in order to reduce fire risk and ensure lower 

maintenance costs.  In later years he was involved in several 

speculative ventures in merchant shipping, with mixed 

success, and died a bankrupt in the Fleet Prison in 1713.
xii

 

 Edmund, the barrister, left a singularly complicated will and 

his properties passed through the ownership of several 

members of the Dummer family, with tales of seizure and  
Figure 5. The Dummer monument,  
St Mary’s  Church, South Stoneham  
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counter-challenges in Chancery.
xiii

  In 1740 William Sloane bought South Stoneham House.  He 

was the brother of Sir Hans Sloane, famous for endowing both the British Museum and the 

Natural History Museum with his collections.  William’s son, Hans Sloane (1739-1827), 

inherited the estate in 1767 and it was he who commissioned ‘Capability’ Brown to landscape 

the grounds at a total cost of £1,050.
xiv

  Hans was a former Sheriff of Hampshire and for many 

years served as an MP variously for Newport (IoW), Southampton, Christchuch and 

Lostwithiel.
xv

 

                                               Figure 6. The gardens at South Stoneham House (flowerbed  

In June 1804 South Stoneham House was advertised in the Hampshire Chronicle for sale by 

auction, “the whole containing 177 Acres or thereabouts”.
xvi

  Hans Sloane was on the move, 

having inherited Paultons House at Ower from his cousin, Hans Stanley.
 xvii

 

 A few years later, in 1819, South Stoneham House was sold once again, this time to John 

Fleming, the owner of North Stoneham House.  The Fleming family lived there periodically, but 

otherwise rented it out.  They sold it in 1878 and ten years later it was on the market once 

more.
xviii

 

 It was then bought by Sir Samuel Montagu, the London banker and MP for Whitechapel.  He 

was created Baronet in 1894 and was elevated to the House of Lords in 1907, taking the name of 

Baron Swaythling.
xix

  He was a local philanthropist, holding charity events in the grounds of the 

house and contributing money to Hartley University College (as the University of Southampton 

was then known).  He was also the anonymous donor of a water fountain in Bitterne Park to 

commemorate Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee.
xx

  Lord Swaythling invested in property, too, 

and bought other nearby estates, including The Grange and Townhill Park House.  In 1907 he 
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commissioned the ‘Arts and Crafts’ architect Leonard Rome Guthrie to draw up plans for his 

gardens at South Stoneham House.  Guthrie was one of several architects who  

                                           Figure 7. The Gardens South Stoneham House (Lawn) 

 

 
Figure 8. St Mary’s Church, South Stoneham (from the north).  

The image appears with the permission of David Hales. 
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His heir, the second Lord Swaythling together 

with his wife and family, lived at the nearby 

Townhill Park House (now The Gregg School).  

South Stoneham House was put on the market 

and bought by Hartley University College in 

1920/21.
xxi

  They had ambitious plans to 

establish a University of Wessex and intended to 

use South Stoneham House as student 

accommodation.
xxii

  Throughout the Second 

World War cadets from the School of 

Navigation were based in the house.  The cadets, 

keen to make a contribution to the war effort, 

formed the No 5 (Merchant Navy) Platoon of the 

Highfield Company of the Home Guard, and 

they and their lecturers also helped the Civil 

Defence authorities in dealing with air raid 

damage and fires.  South Stoneham House 

suffered slight damage during one air raid, and 

the lawns were given over to growing vegetables 

as part of the Dig for Victory campaign.
xxiii

 

 

 
Figure 9. Jubilee water fountain anonymously donated  

                     by Sir Samuel Montagu in 1897 

         Figure 10. St Mary’s Church, South Stoneham (from the south). The image appears with the  

permission of David Hales. 
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At the end of the War the School of Navigation moved to HMS Tormentor, at the confluence of 

the River Hamble with Southampton Water, and is still there today where it is known instead as 

Warsash Maritime Academy, part of Southampton Solent University.
xxiv

  Hartley University 

College, which was to become the University of Southampton in 1952, continued to use South 

Stoneham House as a hall of residence.  In the 1960s a 17-storey tower block was added to the 

site in order to meet increased demand for student accommodation.  Over the years the house, 

though, has slowly fallen into a state of disrepair but it is shortly to be renovated as part of a 

multi-million pound redevelopment scheme to convert it into a conference centre.  English 

Heritage has been closely involved in the preparation of the plans.  As part of the redevelopment 

the tower block is to be demolished, with alternative student accommodation being built on a 

nearby site.
xxv

 

 South Stoneham House is fortunate to have survived at all because its neighbouring large houses 

have long since been swept away as part of Southampton’s urban spread.  It is to the University 

of Southampton’s credit that it recognises its architectural and historical importance and has 

found a use for it as a conference centre.  While the house and grounds remain private property, 

visitors are most welcome to visit St Mary’s Church, either at Sunday worship or simply to look 

around the church and churchyard on a Tuesday morning when a small team of volunteer 

gardeners is at work.  Among many interesting tombstones is one to Captain Bullen, who was 

Captain of HMS Britannia at the Battle of Trafalgar.  The church and churchyard are a haven of 

peace, and have a sense of timelessness about them, so often a feature of ancient habitation. 
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